
PREFACE 

For many years I have been interested in the May Fourth 
Movement and have always felt that the Movement had not been 
placed in the proper perspective by modern Chinese and Western 
scholars. Moreover, I have become aware of the distinct differences 
between the Shanghai May Fourth Movement and the Peking May 
Fourth Movement, and the culturally oriented new culture move­
ment and the politically oriented May Fourth Movement. This study 
is an historical analysis of the May Fourth Movement in Shanghai, 
and a modest attempt to establish a basis upon which the Movement 
may be understood as primarily a total, popular, patriotic protest 
movement of the Chinese people for direct political action, as distinct 
from the "thought" oriented, iconoclastic, new culture movement 
of the Chinese intelligentsia. 

I am indebted to many people who helped in the preparation of 
this study. It would be impossible to acknowledge each of them by 
name. However, I would particularly like to acknowledge the help 
of the late Professor ]oseph R. Levenson, who was my teacher, and 
who first introduced me to the subject of the Shanghai May Fourth 
Movement and guided me throughout the course of this study. I am 
also grateful to Professors Franz Schurmann, Robert A. Scalapino, 
Conrad Brandt, and the late Tsi-an Hsia, for their encouragement 
and for their valuable comments and suggestions. I am also much 
indebted to a number of friends and colleagues who contributed to 
the preparation of this study: the late Doctor Ch'eng Tien-fang, 
Doctors Wu Nan-hsiian, C. F. Remer, Messrs. p'an Kung-chan, 
H. C. Ku, T. K. Han, and Professor Kumano Shohei who provided 
firsthand information of their personal experiences of the Shanghai 
May Fourth Movement; Mr. Eugene Wu, formerly of Hoover 
Institution, now of Harvard-Yenching Institute, who secured many 
general and rare materials indispensable to this study; the Center 
for Chinese Studies of the University of California, Berkeley, where 
I served as head librarian, and whose entire staff provided essential 
materials; Mr. S. W. Kung and Professor Liang Ho-chiin, with whom 
I had illuminating discussions during the formative stages; and 
Messrs. Robert Cutting and Robert Provin who assisted me in 
preparing the maps. The staff of the East Asiatic Library of U. 
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C. Berkeley, Toyo Bunko, Libraries of Tokyo University and Kyoto 
University, Library of Congress, Harvard-Yenching Institute, and the 
East Asian Library of the Columbia University have also generously 
assisted me in my search for materials. Needless to say, however, 
I am solely responsible for any errors of facts, omissions and inter­
pretations. 

Thanks are due to the following pUblications which have kindly 
given me permission to use materials which I had included in 
previously published articles: Modern Asian Studies, a quarterly 
journal edited by the faculty of the School of Oriental and African 
Studies of University of London and published by Cambridge 
University Press; Journal of Asian History, edited and published 
by the faculty of Asian Studies Research Institute of Indiana 
University. 

I would also like to acknowledge the financial assistance of the 
Joint Committee on Contemporary China of the Social Science 
Research Council, and the San Fernando Valley State College 
Foundation. Last but not least, special gratitude and appreciation 
are due my wife, Marjorie, whose unshakable faith in me, and whose 
infinite patience and moral support, have sustained me throughout 
the course of my preparation of this work. 

N orthridge, California 
September, I971. 

J. T. C. 
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