PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

During the course of working as a textile specialist on various excavations
in Egypt, I became aware of how little information was available about the
construction and appearance of examples of Pharaonic Egyptian clothing.
Indeed most people are surprised to learn that any have actually survived.
The following study developed out of my own questions and enquiries into
this subject. It is intended to be a guide to the clothing types worn in
Ancient Egypt and to the problem as to how the clothes were made, based
on surviving garments. The book is aimed at a general audience interested
in Egyptian material culture. The presumption is made that the reader will
have a slight, but not extensive, knowledge of textile and sewing
terminology.

I re-made nearly all of the garments described in the book and during
my seminars on Egyptian textiles and clothing the students tried on
everything and gave their comments. This exercise provided a useful insight
into how the garments looked when worn, and the problems involved in
simply getting them on and off.

Innumerable individuals and institutes have helped during the course of
writing this book and I am extremely grateful to all of them. A few,
however, should be mentioned specifically, notably (in alphabetical order),
R. Chanciner, J. van Haeringen, R. Hall, N. Kajatani, N. Millet, M. Raven, R.
Shaw, R. van Walsem, W. Wendrich, H. Whitehouse, L. Woolley, and
members of staff from the Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, and the Boston Museum of Fine
Arts, the Department of Egyptology, Koninklijke Musea, Brussels, the
Department of Egyptology, the Louvre Museum, as well as E. Miles, The
Griffith Institute, Oxford. I should especially like to thank the students and
staff of the Department of Egyptology, Leiden University, for their help and
forbearance while I was writing this study.

Acknowledgements should also go to the Pasold Institute for their grant
towards the cost of photographs and for professional help with the
drawings. In this respect, many thanks should be said to Gerrie van
Adrichem for her help with the drawings. It should be noted that I coped
with the simple drawings, while Gerrie did the rest.

Finally, a large word of thanks needs to go to Willem for his patience
with me during all phases of research and writing.
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