
INTRODUCTION

The primary purpose of this volume is to identify the interna tional agreements en ­
tered into by the USSR from the beginning of 1958 to the end of 1973. For the
sake of simplicity and convenience , we have called it A Calendar of Soviet Treaties.
The choice of the title is also intended to underscore the fact that the present opus
is an organic continuation of the earlier work, A Calendar of Soviet Treaties
191 7-1957 (Stanford University Press , 1959). As on that previous occasion, we
ha ve not confined our material to those formal international agreements generally
designated as " trea ties" but have admitted into our text all verified agreements to
which the USSR was a party, no matter what their form .

It follows , therefore, that the term "treaty" as used here is even broader than
the descriptive definition of the term employed by Soviet writers , which can be sum­
marized as an agreement between two or more parties , usually States , usually em­
bodied in a written document, establishing a relationship between the parties. In
the Soviet view, the names given to the instrument - treaty, tractate , pact , con­
vention , accord, declaration, exchange of notes, protocol , covenant, arrange­
ment, resolution, compact, modification, supplement , regulations, etc. - are con­
ventional rather than substantive denominations .

Soviet speci alists in in tern ational law have evolv ed not onl y a descriptive but
also a normative definition of the term "treaty", reserving it for those international
agreements which meet a selected group of crite ria established by them as an ideo­
logical adj unc t of Soviet for eign policy. The analysis of th ese cri teria, useful as it is
for an understanding of the motives and methods of Soviet foreign policy, would
be irrelevant for our present purposes, and we ha ve accordingly ign ored Soviet
ideological considerations in choos ing our material.

On the other hand , we hav e gon e beyond the types of trea ties recognized by
both Soviet and Western int ernational law spec iali sts , and have included many
quasi -agreements - joint communiques , j oint statements , memoranda, etc .­
which Sovi et foreign polic y makers use to order and regulate Soviet relations with
othe r Stat es .

We hav e also added a number of int ernational agree me nts arrived at during in­
ternational conferen ces . Often negotiated orally and freque ntly chronicled only in
unofficial documents such as memoirs , agreements of thi s typ e constitu te an im ­
portant asp ect of contempo rary international relations . To have omitted them
from the Calendar would have meant to leav e out a vital part of the historical rec­
ord .

Those whose int erest lies exclusively in traditional international treaties will
find listed here all the relevant agreem ents of this type for which we hav e been able
to find sa tisfactory eviden ce. Those who se concern is rather with the broad and
complex pr oblems of int ernational relations and Soviet foreign polic y will find it
useful, we believe , to have as full a listing as possible , regardless of the form a par­
ticul ar ag ree me n t ma y tak e .

As a corolla ry to our main purpose we have noted certa in othe r facets of Soviet
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foreign policy practice as well: d iplomatic mee tings a ttended by the USSR , ses­
sions of various specialized internat ional bod ies of whi ch the Soviet Union is a
member, regular and ad hoc convocations of C M EA's · asso rted bran ches , com­
mittees, commissions and institu tes, of related region al institution s and technical
age ncies , of the W arsaw Treaty Organization and its de pa rtme n ts , and so forth .
T o some ex tent , then , the Calendar ca n serve as a guide to the public record of the
Soviet Union' s d iplomat ic activity and, in tha t sense, will help pr ovid e a broad er
bac kground to its treat y repe rtory .

Since the organization of the Calendar may appear somewha t complex at first
glan ce , a brief sta teme nt of the principles accordi ng to which the text has been
compiled may prove useful.

The basic un it in the Calendar is the listing of an individual ag ree me nt. Each en ­
try consists of the following eleme nts : (1) a serial number, serving to identify the
ag ree me nt, (2) a title or subject, (3) the main bod y of the entry , consisting of a
precis of dat a conce rn ing the ag ree me nt, followed by a list of (4) sources and/or (5)
referen ces.

The serial number serves as a brief identifyin g referen ce for the agreem ent.
Basically it consists of two parts, a dat e in conde nse d numeri cal form, and an indi­
ca tion of the type of the agreemen t (bi lateral, plurilat eral , or multilateral). In the
case of bilateral ag ree me nts, this indi cation takes the form of the nam e , in full or
abbrev iated, of the partner State . Thus 58/i/2/Yug refers to a bilateral ag ree ment
between the USSR and Yugoslavia signed on January 2, 1958 .

For agreements between the USSR and two or more Sta tes, the type -of-treaty
designa tion ma y take one of several forms , as follows: ( 1) Agreem ents with a small
number of Stat es , or international agreements less than universal in scop e or in­
tentio n, are ordi narily identified by the letters " PI" for " Plurilateral " . Thus the
serial number for th e agreement ofJan ua ry 29, 1958 , is 58/ i/29/PI. (2) General in­
ternational agreements to which the USSR is a party are identified eithe r by the
su ffix " M ul", designat ing multilat eral ag reements to whi ch the USSR acceded on
the date of original signature , or by the year of original signa tu re , de signating
agreements to which the U SSR acce ded onl y after an int erval. In the latter case
the first element of the ser ial number is det ermined by the dat e of Soviet accession ,
and the entry appears under that da te, with a crossreferen ce under the date of
origi nal signature . Thus 58/iv /29/ M ul identifies a multilat eral act of April 29,
1958 , to which the Soviet Union was an original signatory , while 58/iv/l0/1949
refers to a multilateral conven tion of 1949 to which the USSR acceded on April
10, 1958 .

If an agreement was concluded ove r an interval of tim e (e .g. , an exchange of
notes sent on different dates, or an international conferen ce wh ich lasted longer
than a single da y) , the date used for the serial number is the lat est one con cerned .
Thus an exchange of notes betw een th e U SSR, the Chinese People's Republic,
and the Korean People ' s Dem ocratic Republic of December 8 , 1958 , January 30 ,
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1959 , Feb ruary II , 1959 , and March 14, 1959, has the seri al number 59/iii/14/PI
and is listed under M arch 14, 1959.

If more than one agreement was con cluded with a given partner on a single day,
or if it seems desirable in the interests of accuracy to differentiate between a num­
ber of components constitu ting a com plex en tity (e.g . , a treaty accompanied by
one or more exchan ges of not es), a letter suffix is added to the serial number of
each separate agreement or componen t. Thus 58/i/21/Pol/a identifies the consular
convention between the USSR and Poland of January 21, 1958, while
58/i/21/Pol/b refers to the conven tion of the same date between the same partner s
concern ing regulation of the question of citizenship of persons with dual citizen­
ship.

The title or subject, set in boldface type , identifie s the partners to the agreement
(if it is a bilateral ag reement) and indicates its subj ect. When ever feasible the offi­
cial title ha s been used , or the one under which the ag reement is gen erally known ;
when the official or gen er ally known title is unnecessarily cumbersome , uninfor­
mative , or ideolog ically loaded , however , we ha ve substituted a shorter and more
descriptive one. Parties to plurilateral agreements have been listed immediately
below the title in most cases, but sign atories to multilat eral agree ments have
usu ally not been listed.

The entry brings together all relev ant iden tified data on the j uridical status of the
ag reeme nt, including the dat e and place of signature and dates of ra tifica tion, en­
try into force , duration, modification or extension, and termination. Where info r­
mation under any of these headings is not indicated , it is either not applicable or
not known . References for factual dat a shown are to be found among the sources
and re ferences listed immediately below the entry . Individual cita tions for data
show n are given onl y when conflicting ev ide nce from seve ral sources makes it de­
sirable to give the read er material from which to form his own conclusions. In
gen er al we hav e followed the information given in Sovi et sources unl ess there ap­
peared to be valid reason to reject it.

Below the entry are shown sources and references. By source we mean a text of the
ag reement ; by reference , any other identification, from a comprehensive sum­
ma ry to a bare mention . Sources are common ly listed in the following orde r : ( I)
official Soviet sources, including the centra l metropolitan press; (2) other Soviet
sources; (3) official sources of the treat y partner; (4) other sources of the treaty
partner; (5) official international sources , particularly the Treaty Series of the
Un ited Nation s; and (6) any oth er sources. The lan gu age in which the text is
print ed can be assumed to be the language of the source whenever the source gives
onl y a single version . Wher e more than one version is given , language referen ces
follow the sou rce citation (e .g. , " R" indicat es that the source gives the Russian ­
lan gu age text, " E" the English-lan guage text, and so forth).

Both sources and refer ences are identified in full or, mo re frequently, by short
title or abbrev iation, in acco rdance with the Short Title List. All sources and refer­
ences listed without comment hav e been checked directly; if it was not possible to
check a primary source mentioned in an available seconda ry sou rce, we have
listed both.
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In th is Calendar, official sources and referen ces have been drawn pri ncipally
from Soviet publicat ions . The finan cial and human resou rces available for the tas k
proved too limited to permit systematic research throu gh ot her official ma terials ,
exce pt for the T reaty Series of the United Nations which we checked me thodically.
Diggin g th rough official pu blicati on s issued by the US SR 's treaty partners would
doubtless un earth additional facts, bu t the job turned ou t to be logistically un man ­
ageable and we opted instead to conce ntra te our main time and en ergy to covering
the Soviet U n ion' s own dat a-b ank with maxi mu m thoroug hness . T o guard
agains t the danger of a on e-sided cove rage, we have made extensive use of a num­
be r of in tern ationally recogni zed sou rces of informa tion for the facts of contem­
porary history , notabl y the Ne w York Times and Keesing 's Contemporary Archives.

T he main tex t of th e Calendar also includes a type of seco ndary item which re fers
not to int ernati onal agree me nts , even in the broad sen se, but to anci llary form s of
int erstat e tr ans action , e .g ., contrac ts , visits by sta tesme n, diplomati c co nferences
and meet ings , and session s of int ernat ional and region al bodi es. T hese ent ries are
identified by the relevant dat e (set in boldface type) wh ich re fers to the tim e when
the event in question took place . Su ch items provide referen ces bu t not sou rces .

In clos ing, we wish to ackno wledge our profound inde btedness to the lat e Philip E.
M osely and the Humanities Fund , Inc. , for the finan cial su pport which helped
launch th is project , and to the Earha rt Founda tion wh ich has helped defray the
costs of the work . We are espec ially gra tefu l to Professor Dietrich A. Loeber , of
Ki el U niversity, for supplying a great deal of important info rmation to whic h we
did not ha ve access , and to M essr s. William B. Simons , Rob ert Lyng and M s.
Inge Angevaare for their excellent ed ito rial and secretarial advice and assistance
that greatly enhanced the gene ra l qualit y and style of the end prod uct. Last but
not least , special thanks are due to our wives, H erta and Elizabeth , for valuable
assis tance with various aspects of asse mbling and prep aring the ma nuscript for
publication and for their ad mi rable pa tien ce during the Calendar 's lon g gestatio n .

George Ginsburgs
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Robert M . Slusser
East Lansing, Mich igan
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