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PRELIMINARY NOTE

This Introduction was written before the dead-line, 30 January 1977, for completing the manuscript had
expired. After this date an opportunity arose during the preparation of the English translation to make a few
changes and additions on certain minor points, based on publications which appeared prior to 1 August 1977.

The dimensions of the paintings are given in centimetres, the height preceding the width.

Dimensions in the old Netherlandish texts quoted are generally given in "Rijnlandse voeten en duimen" and
abbreviated as V or v and D or d. They correspond approximately to foot and inch, that is to say to respec­
tively about 30 and 2.5 ern.

Netherlandish texts dating from before c. 1815, with the exception of those given in Appendix IV, as well
as French and German texts in general have not been translated.

The English versions of the Italian texts quoted in Appendix IV are based on their translation from Italian
into Dutch by Miss C. van Schendel. to whom the authors are much indebted.
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