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The corresponding map, with the proposed reserve marked with rough pencil lines.
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Much of the SPNR site at Aston Upthorpe Downs, Berks., has since been ploughed
or converted to botanically dull grassland, including “The best area” around
Lowbury Hill.

Wicken Fen c. 1910, more open then than now, partly through mowing for thatch
and marsh hay.

Larva of swallowtail butterfly at Wicken Fen, probably photographed by
Charles Rothschild.

Today the foreground is much the same, but the fen behind has been heavily
scrub-invaded.
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Dyke, Swaddiwell Field and Aston Upthorpe. (Photographed by Peter Wakely)
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The Silver-spotted Skipper, lost since 1915 from Aldbury Nowers, Devil’s Dyke
and Kingley Vale. (Photographed by Bob Gibbons)

Rothschild hoped to protect the Essex Emerald moth by preserving its habitat on
the Essex saltings. The moth is now nationally extinct. (Photographed by
Paul Waring)

The Black-veined was another rare moth that Rothschild tried to preserve. Its
decline to endagered status was not through collecting, as he feared, but from
habitat destruction and scrub invasion. (Photographed by Paul Waring)

The best site for the Sandhill Rustic moth, at Lytham St. Anne’s, Lancs., was
destroyed through building as early as 1919. Rothschild substituted another
site for it near Fleetwood, but coastal protection works have since destroyed
that one too. (Photographed by Paul Waring)

The Alpine Catchfly still occurs at the Lake District site which formed one of
the SPNR’s proposed ‘species reserves’(Photographed by Hugh Lang)

White Rock-rose has gone from the section of cliff proposed for it at Babbacombe,
but survives at Berry Head at the opposite end of Torbay. (Photographed by
Peter Marren)

The naturalised herb, Asarabacca, with its shiny, cyclamen-like leaves, was among
the reasons for proposing Weston Turville reservoir, Bucks., as a nature reserve.
The original site is now built on, but the species was transplanted nearby.
(Photographed by Peter Marren)

‘The world’s smallest nature reserve’ (300 square yards) was established at
Badgeworth, Glos., in 1932 to protect the Adder’s-tongue Spearwort.
(Photographed by Peter Marren)

The distribution of National Nature Reserves in England in 1993. (English Nature)

Two views: The great yews of KingleyVale in 1910 and 1993 - hardly changed in
nearly a century, though bearing the bullets and scars of military manoeuvres
of two world wars. (Photographed by Peter Wakely)

The sparrow of tomorrow? A bird with a dramatic reduction in numbers. Tring
Reservoir 1906. (Photographed by Oliver Pike)

Lady’s Slipper, Cypripedium calceolus. (Photographed by Charles Rothschild)

Lesser Butterfly Orchid, Plantathera bifolia. Photographed by Charles Rothschild
around 1900. A greatly decreased wild orchid.

Sunset over Weston Turville reservoir, 1936. (Photographed by Drogo Montagu)

Abbots Moss in 1912: ‘the breeding ground of the Marsh Ringlet’ (Large Heath
butterfly). You could probably find a similar scene today (less the collectors!),
though the moss has dried out somewhat and suffers from pines. (Wildlife
Trusts archive)
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Burwell Fen, part of the SPNR’s Adventurers’ Fen, at the turn of the century, still

wet and probably cut for marsh hay. (Photographer not known) 93
The dunes at Ainsdale, Lancs., finally became a nature reserve in 1965.
(Photographed by Peter Wakely) 95

Barton Hills survived the war, just, got over myxomatosis, and today is one of
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Berry Head is a combination of public amenity and nature reserve, and has

escaped the development which engulfed the cliffs nearer to Torquay.
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Brean Down c. 1910, when ravens and peregrines nested on these cliffs. The scene

is essentially the same today, but the upper slopes have grown scrubbier. 113
Chichester Harbour today. (Photographed by Peter Wakely) 121
The top of Coombe Hill at the turn of the century, then heath and gorse scrub.

It is now grass and gorse scrub. 123

Crag Lough as it appears on the SPNR’s map. Note the placing of the pencil
cross; apparently Rothschild was more interested in the wet field below the

crags than the lough itself. 126
Dawlish Warren, a beckoning finger of sand, enclosing a salt marsh from the

O.S. map of 1912 with the site marked by crosses. 129
The Devil’s Kneading-Trough at Wye Downs, Kent, listed by Rothschild for its
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Cormorant Island, part of the Farnes, in 1905, with gulls in the foreground.

(Photographer not known) 136
The Pinnacles, Farne Islands, c. 1905. The Farnes is one of England’s most

successful nature reseves, though not formally named as such until 1993. 136

Forge Valley Woods, which follow the steepsided valley of the Derwent, was
created a National Nature Reserve in 1977. (Photographed by Peter Wakely) 139
Goonhilly Downs is big enough to absorb earth tracking stations, airfields and
plantations and yet retain much of its former value for wildlife.
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Hambledon Hill is still an impressive site. It was ‘declared’ a National Nature
Reserve in 1993. (Photographed by Peter Wakely) 146

Hartlebury Common has shrunk by about a third since the SPNR listed it. It is now

a Local Nature Reserve. From the SPNR’s Contemporary Ordnance Survey map. 149
The SPNR’s map showing Hutton Roof seems to include the village with the

limestone scenery beyond. 159
Inkpen Crocus Field at crocus time in late March. The field was purchased by

the Bucks, Berks and Oxon Naturalists Trust in 1985 to save it from possible
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Kynance Cove has suffered from crowds and erosion, but on quite days retains its

charm and beauty. (Photographed by Peter Marren) 164
Littlesea, today part of Studland National Nature Reserve. (Photographed by

Peter Wakely) 167
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distinguishable from neighbouring woods. 172
Pusey Camp, once a noted botanical ‘locality’ is no longer of special interest.

(Photographed by Peter Marren) 178

Rostherne Mere, Cheshire, still looks pretty, and is a National Nature Reserve, but
beneath the surface has become polluted from nitrate fertiliser and sewage.
(Photographed by Peter Wakely) 181
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Roudsea Wood, ancient woodland along the shore of Morecombe Bay.
(Photographed by Peter Wakely)

The rich flora of St. Vincent’s Rocks, beneath Clifton Suspension Bridge, has
suffered from roadworks, scrub invasion and metal pollution. (Photographed
by Peter Marren)

Beds of sea lavender at Gibraltar Point, part of Rothschild’s ‘Skegness’ site.
(Photographed by Peter Wakely)

Slapton Ley at Start Point seen from the north, now a nature reserve much used
for field studies. (Photographed by Peter Wakely)

A kingfisher at her nesting hole, Tring and Weston Turville Reservoirs. (A classic
photograph by Oliver Pike, 1906)

Great Crested Grebe sitting on her nest at Tring and Weston Turville Reservoirs.
(Photographed by W. Bickerton, 1906)

Black-necked Grebe, photographed by Oliver Pike in 1919 on the occasion of its
nesting at Tring reservoirs, the first nesting record in Britain.

An old brickpit and reedbeds at Wicken Fen. (Photographed by Peter Wakely)

Sugar limestone (and distant reservoir) at Widdybank Fell, ‘a most wondrous
botanical station’. (Photographed by Peter Marren)

Winterton Dunes, Suffolk, became one of the first National Nature Reserves
in 1956,though by then much damaged and reduced since 1915.
(Photographed by Peter Wakely)

Woodchester Park, with its famous unfinished mansion, was turned into an
‘alpine valley’in the 1950s by massed conifer planting.

Four views of Wood Walton Fen in the 1930s. (Wildlife Trusts archive)

Dowles Brook, running through the heart of the Wyre Forest.

Half of Thorne Moors, Yorks., has been stripped and laid bare by industrial
peat milling. The best remaining area lies on early twentieth century peat
workings. (Photographed by Peter Roworth)

Near natural woodland at Bramshaw Wood, New Forest. (Photographed by
Peter Marren)

A peaceful scene in the New Forest, probably not much changed in 1990 if you
discount the busy roads nearby.
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