
PREFACE T O THE EN GLISH TRANSLATION

Already in t he Postscript of Vol. V I, p. 609 Mikrogr ap hie
de s H olzes der auf Java vo rk omme nden Ba uma r te n ( Micro ­
g raph y of the J avan ese wo ods), also pr inted on page I X of
this Ke y, I w ro te in J anua ry 1936: If Professor Dr. J. W.
M oll and myself could have supposed in th e year 1904 that
English publ icat ion s on w ood an atomy would have out­
numbered so cons ide rably the publi cations in any othe r lan­
guage. we sho uld hav e publ ished th e Micrography of the
Javan ese wood s in E nglish. This ne cessity was felt all the
more, when I w as working at the An atomische Bestim­
mungstabelle fur die J avanischen H olzer (Key to the Java­
ne se Woods) and considere d that the maj ority of wood ana­
tomists wh ose nat ive ton gue is E nglish, a re not familiar
w ith Germa n or have only an imperfect knowledge of this
language.

T he " Bestimmungstabelle " appear ed in July 1940, that is
to say t wo mo nths a fter the German invasion in the Low
Countries ; th ere was no contact any lon ger wit h I ndonesia;
fo r th e ti me be ing no new material was availabl e, so that
resea rch-work w as ou t of the quest ion. The Ge rma n poli ce
settled in the Royal Tropical In st itu t e, in consequ ence
of which I could no lon ger use it s laborat ories. I had to look
for other work. T he idea occ u rr ed t o me to t ran slate the
" Bestimmungstabelle " in to Engli sh. My neighbou r, Dr . G. A.
Dudo k, lecturer in the Amsterdam U niversity was so kind
as to go th rough th e man uscript with me. F or his valu able
he lp I off er him my heartfelt tha nks.

In the course of this wo rk it ap pear ed that only som e
slight alterat ions had to be made .

The Glossary of T erms Used in Describing W oods by Com­
mittee on Nom enclature Internati on al Associa tio n of W ood
Anatomis t s 1) has pro ved very useful to me. In the cases
when the terms of the Glossa ry and those us ed by me do not
co r re spond I thou ght it ad visable to use terms of my own.
In those cases , how ever, in which I give a more extensive
def inition , I added th e t erms from the Glossary , e. g. paren­
chyma distributed among the libriform fiber s (di ffuse paren ­
chyma ) .

1) Reprinted fr om Tropical W oods N r 36. December J . 1933. Yale
School of Fores try, N ew H aven. Conn., U . S. A.
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