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PREFACE

This is a modest attempt to evaluate the economicimplications of the
size of nations, for a sample of eighty countries, on(1) economic stabili-
ty, (2) concentration in trade, (3) dependence on trade, and (4) economic
growth and economic development. Only simple and multiple coz-
relations, and a cross-classificatory scheme interpreted as crude partial
correlations, are used to analyze the nature of the relationships
between ‘size’ and the mentioned four aspects. The uneven quality of
the data does not, pethaps, justify the use of more rigorous statistical
techniques. Lebanon is also singled out as an example of a small coun-
try in an attempt to assess the impact of the size of the Lebanese
economy on each of these aspects.

There are several acknowledgements that I owe and must make to
those who have helped in the preparation of this study. I am indebted
to the Economics Department and the Economic Research Institute ot
the American University of Beirut for making available to me their
research facilities. My very sincere thanks are due to the Publication
Committee of the American University of Beirut, without whose sup-
pott this study would not have been published. A grant from the
Rockefeller Foundation, through the Artsand Sciences Research Com-
mittee of the American University of Beirut, was of assistance in
facilitating the work on the statistical part. I am deeply indebted to
Professor Joseph D. Coppock who gave me freely of his time during
his two years as Visiting Professor of Economics at the American
University of Beirut. Since an earlier version of this was my Ph. D.
thesis at Princeton University, my very sincere thanks are due to the
members of my thesis committee, Professor Oskar Morgenstern,
Chairman, and Professor Benjamin J. Cohen who suggested numerous
improvements. My thanks are also due to Professors F. H. Harbison,
R. E. Quandt, and H. G. Georgiadis who had read eatlier drafts of the
manuscript. I must admit that not all their good advice was heeded
and, therefore, all remaining faults and shortcomings are solely mine.

Finally my sincere thanks are due to Miss Lamia Awad, Mr. Ilyas
Barudi, Miss Mariana Khouri Makdisi and Mr. Walid Sulayman who
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helped prepare the statistical tables and scatter diagrams, and to Miss
Suzie Baghachejian and Mrs. Soumaya Jebara who typed the manu-
script.

Beirut, Lebanon Napm G. KHALAR
December, 1970
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