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As to the vowels, fathah is transcribed with a, kasrah with i and dammah with u.

The combinations dammakh +single wdw and kasrah + single ya’ are tran-
scribed respectively # and 7 in closed syllables, uw and iy in open syllables,
and u and i when final. Final short vowels are not transcribed: i and i at the
end of a transcription indicate respectively, in the penultimate of the original
Arabic, dammah + double wdw and kasrah + double ya’. Elsewhere these com-
binations are transcribed #w and #y. Thus, for example, al-sami (fem. al-
samiyah) means ‘‘the lofty one”, whereas al-sami (fem. al-samiyah) means
“the Semite”. Final alif is transcribed 4; final ya’ pronounced as alif is
transcribed a. The diphthongs fathah +waw and fathah + yd* are transcribed
respectively ax and a:.
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