
PREFACE TO THE FIRST PRINTING

An attempt is made in this study to bring together material on one
of the most interesting, important, and controversial episodes of recent
history-the period of the Soviet-German Non-Aggression Pact of 1939.
An examination of recently published materials and the large collec­
tions of documents gathered by the prosecution and defense for the
Nuremberg trials has produced such an amount of evidence concerning
German-Soviet relations in the period from 1939 to 1941 as to warrant
a presentation of the course of events in that period in the form of a
chronological survey.

It should be noted that in the account of the events leading up to the
signing of the Pact, generally available evidence and episodes previously
analyzed by several competent historians have not been treated at such
length as has the later period for which much of the relevant documen­
tation has hitherto remained unknown.

The free and complete access accorded the writer by the Law School
of the University of Chicago to its vast collection of documents, trans­
cripts, and other materials from Nuremberg has made this work
possible. The large number of unpublished documents cited through­
out the text indicates that the search through these mountains of paper,
though tedious, is reward ing. The Divisions of Manuscripts and Aero­
nautics of the Library of Congress have kindl y perm itted access to some
interesting German documents in their custody.

Many thanks are due to Dr. Hans Rothfels under whose guidance
most of the research was done, to Dr. George B. Carson and Dr. S.
William Halperin who followed the writing of the text with the greatest
care, and to Dr. Fritz T . Epstein whose detailed examination led to
many improvements.

GERHARD L. WEINBERG

Washington, D.C.
January, 1953.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND PRINTING

During the nearly two decades since th e appearance of the first
printing, a number of important new sources for the period covered by
this book have become available. The continued publication of the
collections of German and Italian foreign office documents; the ap­
pearance of an analogous Hungarian series; the open ing of German,
American, British, and Japanese archives; and the steady stream of
articles and monographs have all enriched our knowledge of those
years . Various re-evaluations of the past with in the Soviet Union have
brought to light some documents, important memoirs , and a consider­
able serious secondary literature, much of it deal ing with the ex-
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