Preface

This project was originally planned as an extension of my earlier history of the
German Center party, to validate its conclusions by exploring the similar histo-
ries of the Dutch and Swiss Catholic parties.! Very early in my research, how-
ever, | discovered that the prototype of a Catholic party was to be found not
in any of these countries but in Belgium, and I eventually expanded the study
to include not only the Belgian party but also the Christian Social party of
Austria.?

There have naturally been other comparative treatments of “Christian democ-
racy,” “Christian socialism,” and Catholic political parties, but none to this date
has duplicated the material in this volume. In English, Michael Fogarty’s Chris-
tian Democracy in Western Europe, besides being outdated, defines “Christian
Democracy” very broadly, as more social action than politics; only twenty-four
pages are devoted to political parties. Hans Meier’s excellent Rewolution and
Church is largely concerned with France and its failure to develop a Christian
Democratic party, and, like Fogarty, Maier is more concerned with social action
than with politics. R. E. M. Irving’s book The Christian Democratic Parties
of Western Europe has a very good description of Catholic parties in Belgium,
Germany, the Netherlands, Italy and France in the post-World War II period,
but his section on historical background is a brief twenty-eight pages covering
only Germany, Italy and France. John H. Whyte's Catholics in Western Democra-
cies is a useful but very brief overview; he takes only 130 pages to cover thir-
teen different countries, including the “Anglo-American world.”

In French, Jean-Marie Mayeur’s Des partis catholiques a la démocratie chrétienne
xix*-xx siécles is rich in insight and is perhaps the best and most inclusive
treatment, covering in 240 pages France, Italy, Spain, Poland, Czechoslovakia
and Luxembourg as well as the five countries in this study. However, in his
effort to be inclusive, Mayeur, as he himself points out, finds it dificult to make
meaningful generalizations or comparisons.*

Two works in German, one from the 1960’s and one more recent, are less
useful than they first appear because they are both edited collections of arti-
cles written by different authors, each of whom has a distinct definition of
what constitutes a Christian or Christian Democratic party (some, like the
author of the chapter on Belgium and the Netherlands in Christliche Demokratie
in Europa, even deny that the term applies to their subjects at all).> With such
diverse treatment, few comparisons are possible.

While historians have been reluctant to make comparisons and have tended
to concentrate on the larger nations, political scientists and sociologists have
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shown a great deal of interest in what they call the “smaller democracies” of
western and central Europe. In the 1960’s, especially, there was an outpour-
ing of scholarly books and articles examining what were seen as patterns of
political behavior unique to “small democracies,” patterns variously described
as the “politics of accommodation,” “segmented pluralism,” “consociational pol-
itics,” where democracy seemed to function successfully even when a country’s
population was segregated into separate ethnic or confessional or ideological
compartments. One of the most influential and seminal works of this school of
thought was Arend Lijphart’s The Politics of Accommodation: Pluralism and Demo-
cracy in the Netherlands, in which he described the four Dutch “pillars” of
Catholic, Protestant, liberal and socialist communities.® Social scientists have
published a great number of studies comparing several countries thought
to exhibit this kind of “segmented pluralism.”” Others give more attention
to national history and have concentrated on the country most familiar to
them.® So far as any general theories of consociation or accommodation are
concerned, however, events of the 1970’s and 1980’s have already disproved
them, since almost all of the countries have abandoned their pluralism and
harmony in favor of adversarial politics or have even abandoned their social
segmentation, as the social scientists themselves have acknowledged.’

Two recently published works also deserve mention here. Noel Cary’s The
Path to Christian Democracy deals only with the case of Germany, but has an
excellent analysis of the whole concept of Christian Democracy and the difficul-
ties of reconciling different interpretations of the term. In The Rise of Christian
Democracy in Europe, by Stathis N. Kalyvas, the author, a political scientist, com-
pares the origins and development of confessional parties in Germany, Austria,
the Netherlands, Belgium and Italy, with a chapter on the non-formation of
such a party in France. Kalyvas’ intention is to obtain a general theory of party
formation and political identity; his conclusions are interesting and provoca-
tive, but he does not provide a narrative history of the parties.'

Throughout the many years it has taken to complete this project, I have been
assisted and encouraged by many people. Special recognition and thanks are
owed to four successive chairmen of the history department at Georgia State
University: Joseph O. Baylen, Melvin W. Ecke, Gary M. Fink and Timothy J.
Crimmins, all of whom were unfailingly generous and helpful, and to the inde-
fatigable staff of the university’s interlibrary loan office. Finally, I have received
much encouragement and many helpful suggestions from Roger Chickering,
editor of this series.
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