
PREFACE 

Most of the papers collected in this volume were published in the 
last twenty years and focus on the comparative analysis of civiliza­
tions-especially of the Axial civilization and of modernities-two 
topics which constitute-as I explained in chapter I-central focus 
my work in this period. Many of my theoretical papers which have 
been published during this time, have been collected in the volume 
Power, Trust and Meaning-University of Chicago Press-l 995. 

Given the relatively long time space and the numerous occasions 
for which the papers were written-there are many repetitions or 
overlaps between them. These were not taken out so as to keep the 
flow of the argument of each of these. 

I would like to thank the various publishers who have granted the 
permission or agreed to have chapters published by them to be 
republished in this collection; Nadav Chorev for help in the prepa­
ration for this collection; Joel Elich from Brill Publishers for his ini­
tiative and Anita Roodnat-Disseldorp, also from Brill Publishers for 
supervising with great care the preparation of the volume and Caroline 
Diepeveen for preparing the index; and to Mayan Zigda for the 
preparation of the bibliography of all my publications. 

Jerusalem, November 2002 
S.N. Eisenstadt 
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