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Dedicated to my parents, Mary Elizabeth Thulemeyer Murray and 
Michael Fielding Murray, with gratitude for their steadfast love and care 

and for the broad space they created for theological imagination and 
curiosity to flourish. 

And in memory of  
Steven John Shepherd  

April 10, 1964–December 7, 2020 
His wisdom and zeal for life knew no earthly bounds.

I made my way through masters and PhD programs in the first two 
decades of the twenty-first century in central Texas. Here, the politics of 
religion and religion of politics are thoroughly intertwined and deeply 
destructive. In this context, I’ve wrestled with the question: How do our 

(learned) relationships with the biblical texts influence our relationships 
outside the text? In a sense, the story of Jephthah’s daughter seems to 
grapple with this question as well, especially in terms of child–parent 

relationships. What happens when traditions and words are death-
dealing more than life-giving? Although I’ve experienced the gifts of 

Christian community, I’ve also seen the grave harm and costs to children 
(and our later selves) caused by the community’s doctrines, rituals, 
stories, and words that no longer have meaning—or that need new 

meaning. This book, then, is for all of us who know the shortcomings and 
stickiness, the stubbornness of traditions and those who guard them; 

and it is for all who have experienced or witnessed the harm caused by 
the biblical texts and yearn for a chance to make new meanings and new 
community, gathered around the wisdom, humor, and curiosities in these  

ancient myths
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