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Thanks to colleagues and students at Capital University's Dayton Center for
providing a scholarly community in which research and writing are valued as
essential to teaching. Dean Gary Smith provided generous support in the form
of a reduced load during the Winter term of 1998. Andy Carlson, Fetneh
Ghavami, Mike Hoy,Robin Johnson, and Vic Olsen read and/or listened to bits
and pieces of the manuscript over the past two years, as did a number of
colleagues from Capital and elsewhere at a meeting of the Ohio Academy of
Religion in Columbus in March 1998. Ken Rice read the entire manuscript as
it came off the printer and provided perceptive comments and stimulating
discussion in our study of the historyof British socialism during the Winter 1998
term.

When I arrived at the University of Chicago in the mid-1970s , a refugee of
sorts from doctrinal wars in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, Bernie Brown
introduced me to a world of Anglican socialthought that added a new dimension
to my Lutheran reading of Marx . When I returned to Chicago after a brief
sojourn at the Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest, he and Robin
Lovin guided the study ofF.D . Maurice that was the starting point for this book.
Darrel Gilbertson enriched my reading further during several intense years of
peace education in Amarillo . He read an early draft of the book and offered
encouragement, as he so often has in the years that I've known him. Members
of Epiphany Lutheran Church in Dayton responded thoughtfully to a
presentation of the project and convinced me that the book has an audience
beyond the academy.

I'm grateful to myfamilyfor unwaveringsupport even when my passion for
this work has bordered on obsession. Peggy and Regina, as always, are my best
critics. My father, Herbert Schroeder (who is neither a socialist nor an
Anglican), after sitting at the kitchen counter into the early hours of a January
morning listening to my raving about an obscure Anglican theologian and his
contribution to the historyof socialism said, "That sounds like a book J'd like to
read." This, as much as anything else, inspired me to get it done.
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