
PERICOPE, II 

KORPEL 
THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK OF RUTH 



PERICO PE 
Scripture as Written and Read in Antiquity 

Editorial board 
Bart D. Ehrman (Chapel Hill, NC), Peter W Flint (Langley, BC), 

Kim Haines-Eitzen (Ithaca, NY), Konrad D.Jenner (Leiden), 
Arie van der Kooij (Leiden), Marjo C.A. Korpel (Utrecht), 

Johannes C. de Moor (Kampen),Josef M. Oesch (Innsbruck), 
John W Olley (Perth), John N. Oswalt (Jackson, MS), 

Emanuel Tov (Jerusalem) 

Executive editor 
Marjo C.A. Korpel (Utrecht) 

VOLUME II 

KORPEL 
THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK OF RUTH 



THE STRUCTURE OF 
THE BOOK OF RUTH 

BY 

MARJO C.A. KORPEL 

2001 ~ KONINKLIJKE VAN GORCUM 



© 2001, Koninklijke Van Gorcum BV, P.O. Box 43, 9400 AA Assen, The Netherlands 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 

photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the Publisher. 

ISBN 90 232 3657 2 
ISSN 1568-3443 



Contents 

Preface .............................................. ix 

0 The Structure of the Book of Ruth .................. 1 

0.1 Introduction ........................................... 1 

0.2 Previous Research ..................................... 5 

0.2.1 Jacob Myers ........................................... 5 

0.2.2 Stephen Bertman ...................................... 8 

0.2.3 Hagia Hildegard Witzenrath ........................... 8 

0.2.4 Kiyoshi Sacon .......................................... 9 

0.2.5 Bezalel Porten ....................................... 10 

0.2.6 Jack Sasson .......................................... 11 

0.2.7 Shimon Bar-Efrat .................................... 13 

0.2.8 Johannes de Moor .................................... 14 

0.2.9 Leif Hongisto ......................................... 15 

0.2.10 Robert Hubbard Jr ................................... 17 

0.2.11 Christian Frevel ...................................... 17 

0.2.12 Murray Gow ......................................... 18 

0.2.13 Erich Zenger ......................................... 20 

0.2.14 Frederic Bush ........................................ 20 

0.2.15 Kirsten Nielsen ....................................... 22 

0.2.16 Hans-Georg Wiinch .................................. 23 

0.2.17 Tod Linafelt .......................................... 25 

0.2.18 Katherine Doob Sakenfeld ............................ 26 

0.2.19 Yair Zakovitch ....................................... 27 

0.2.20 Klaas Smelik ......................................... 28 

0.2.21 Conclusions .......................................... 29 



v1 Contents 

0.3 Methodological Considerations ........................ 30 

0.3.1 Step 1: Delimitation of Feet .......................... 32 

0.3.2 Step 2: Delimitation of Cola .......................... 33 

0.3.3 Step 3: Delimitation of Lines ......................... 36 

0.3.4 Step 4: Delimitation of Strophes ...................... 41 

0.3.5 Step 5: Delimitation of Paragraphs ................... 44 

0.3.6 Step 6: Delimitation of Macrostructural Units ........ 45 

0.3.7 Epilogue ............................................. 47 

1 The Structure of Ruth 1 ............................ 48 

1.1 Ruth 1: Text and Translation ........................ 48 

1.2 Ruth 1: Delimitation of Lines ........................ 58 

1.3 Ruth 1: Delimitation of Strophes ..................... 67 

1.4 Ruth 1: Delimitation of Canticles ..................... 75 

1.5 Ruth 1: Delimitation of Macrostructure .............. 83 

2 The Structure of Ruth 2 ............................ 91 

2.1 Ruth 1: Text and Translation ........................ 91 

2.2 Ruth 2: Delimitation of Lines ....................... 102 

2.3 Ruth 2: Delimitation of Strophes .................... 113 

2.4 Ruth 2: Delimitation of Canticles .................... 122 

2.5 Ruth 2: Delimitation of Macrostructure ............. 132 

3 The Structure of Ruth 3 ........................... 139 

3.1 Ruth 3: Text and Translation ....................... 139 

3.2 Ruth 3: Delimitation of Lines ....................... 147 

3.3 Ruth 3: Delimitation of Strophes .................... 155 

3.4 Ruth 3: Delimitation of Canticles .................... 161 

3.5 Ruth 3: Delimitation of Macrostructure ............. 169 



Contents Vll 

4 The Structure of Ruth 4 ........................... 172 

4.1 Ruth 4 - Text and Colometry ....................... 172 

4.2 Ruth 4 - Delimitation of Lines ....................... 182 

4.3 Ruth 4 - Delimitation of Strophes ................... 190 

4.4 Ruth 4 - Delimitation of Canticles .................. 200 

4.5 Ruth 4 - Delimitation of Macrostructure ............ 209 

5 The Structure of the Book of Ruth: Conclusions .... 218 

5.1 Unity and Structure ................................. 218 

5.2 Date ................................................ 224 

5.3 Purpose ............................................. 227 

Indices ............................................. 234 

Abbreviations and Symbols .......................... 234 

Bibliography ......................................... 235 

Lists of Manuscripts Consulted ....................... 24 7 

Index of Parallel Words .............................. 250 

Index of Biblical Texts ............................... 272 

Index of Subjects .................................... 284 


	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Table of Contents



