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General Preface 

The choice of "Literature as Cultural Memory" as the overall theme for 
the xvth Congress of the International Comparative Literature Association 

(ICLA), held in Leiden 16-22 August 1997, draws particular attention to the 
role literature plays as a repository of culture. In fact, this specific 
function ofliterature seems so obvious that it may well lead us to overlook 
the very complex questions raised. Questions such as: Which cultural 
phenomena precisely are being preserved in, or through, or by literature? 
Is literature sometimes, or often, or always a mode of praising tradition, 

continuity, even permanence? Is this a good thing? Is it on the contrary a 
reason for indicting literature (and/or the aesthetic in general)? Where is 
the dividing line between cultural memory and cultural heritage? Or: both 
literature and memory have a complicated relationship to the past, both 
select and edit what they register; both change and distort, in ways that 
are comparable as well as totally different, what they report on. If 
literature and memory, each in its own way, act like this, then what kind 
of "truth" is being preserved by their combination, by a memory that is 

also literature? Moreover, literature not only preserves culture, it also is 
itself part of culture, and even creates culture. The general congress theme 
allowed for the study of literature in relation to both recent and more 
remote sociocultural developments around the globe as well as in relation 
to gender and cultural studies. 

The xvth ICLA Congress, attended by some 600 delegates from 
52 countries around the globe, addressed the general congress theme, and 
the questions raised by it, in eight sections, each with parallel sessions, as 

well as a number of workshops and round tables. The present volumes 
contain the selected proceedings from these eight sections, as well as from 
two workshops held during the congress. Adresses by plenary speakers 
have been incorporated in relevant volumes. 

Financial support for the Congress was provided by the Netherlands 
Graduate School for Literary Studies (OSL), the ICLA, the Faculty of 
Letters of Leiden University, Leiden University, the Research School 
CNWS, School of Asian, African, and Amerindian Studies at Leiden, the 

Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences, the Gulbenkian 



Foundation, Kooyker Booksellers in Leiden, the French Embassy to the 
Netherlands, the Association for Canadian Studies in the Netherlands, the 
Leids UniversiteitsFonds, and Brigham Young University. The Faculty of 

Letters of Leiden University funded the early stages of editing the 
proceedings. I thank them all. 

I also here expressly want to thank Elly van Winden, who did the 
preparatory editing, and Rudi Horemans, who in his inimitable way 
expertly prepared all volumes of the Proceedings for the press. 

During the very final stages of seeing these volumes through the 

press I had the good fortune to enjoy the hospitality of the Netherlands 
Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social Sciences, an 
Institute of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences. I am 

grateful to the Rector of the Institute, and to its staff for the wonderful 
working environment they provided. 

Theo D'haen 

General Editor Proceedings ICLA '97 Leiden 

General Organizer xvth ICLA Congress Leiden 1997 



Introduction Generale 

En faisant du theme "la litterature comme memoire culturelle" Ie fil rouge 
de son XVe Congres, qui s'est deroule du 16 au 22 aoftt 1997 a Leiden, 
l' Association Internationale de Litterature Comparee (AILC) a voulu attirer 
l' attention sur Ie role de la litterature en tant que depositaire de la culture. 
En fait, cette fonction specifique parait souvent par trop evidente au point 
que nous risquons de perdre de vue les questions tres complexes qu'elle 
fait naitre. Des questions comme: Quels sont au juste les phenomenes 

culturels preserves dans, a travers ou par la litterature? La litterature 
est-elle parfois, souvent ou toujours un moyen de promouvoir la tradition, 
la continuite, voire la permanence? Est-ce une bonne chose? Ou serait-ce 
au contraire une raison pour mettre en cause la litterature (et/ou l' estheti­
que en general)? Ou se situe la ligne de partage entre memoire culturelle 
et patrimoine culturel? En d'autres mots: tant la litterature que la 
memo ire entretiennent des rapports compliques avec Ie passe. En effet, 

toutes les deux, elles selectionnent et organisent ce qu'elles enregistrent. 

Toutes les deux, elles modifient et deforment-de fa~on tantot similaire 
tantot completement differente-ce dont elles rendent compte. Si la litte­
rature et la memo ire, chacune de sa fa~on, fonctionnent de la sorte, quelle 
est alors la "verite" preservee par leur combinaison, c'est-a-dire par une 

memoire qui serait en meme temps de la litterature? En outre, la littera­
ture n'est pas seulement Ie depositaire de la culture, elle fait elle-meme 
partie de cette culture, voire meme la cree. Le theme general du congres 
etablit un lien entre l'etude de la litterature et, d'une part, les developpe­

ments socio-culturels recents ou passes de par Ie monde, et d' autre part les 
recherches sur les cultures ("cultural studies"), notamment l'etude de la 
composante culturelle des schemas masculin et feminin ("gender studies"). 

Le XVe Congres de l' AILC, avec plus de 600 participants provenant de 
52 pays, etudiait Ie theme general du congres en 8 sections, chacune 
divisee en sessions paralleles, ainsi que dans des ateliers et des tables 
rondes. Les presents volumes contiennent les actes selectionnes des 

8 sections, et de deux ateliers. Les conferences plenieres ont ete incorpo­
rees dans les volumes 2, 6 et 9. 



Le Congres a re~ de I'aide financiere de l'Ecole de Recherche 
N eerlandaise d'Etudes Litteraires, l' Association Internationale de Littera­
ture Comparee, la Faculte des Sciences Humaines de l'Universite de 

Leiden, l'Universite de Leiden, l'Ecole de Recherche CNWS, l'Institut 
d'Etudes Asiatiques, Mricaines, et Amerindiennes it Leiden, l' Academie 
Royale des Sciences des Pays-Bas, la Fondation Gulbenkian-Commission 
Nationale pour les Commemorations des Decouvertes Portugaises, la 

Librairie Kooyker it Leiden, l' Ambassade de France aux Pays-Bas, I' Asso­
ciation d'Etudes Canadiennes aux Pays-Bas, Ie Leids UniversiteitsFonds, 
et la Brigham Young University. La Faculte des Sciences Humaines de 

l'Universite de Leiden a donne son support financier pendant les stades 
preliminaires de la redaction des Actes. Merci it tous. 

Je voudrais ici aussi remercier Elly van Winden, responsable du 
stade preliminaire de la redaction, et specialement Rudi Horemans, qui, 
de sa maniere inimitable, a minutieusement prepare tous les volumes des 
Actes pour la presse. 

J'ai eu la bonne fortune d'avoir pu passer la periode de preparation 
finale des presents volumes au Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study 
in the Humanities and Social Sciences, un Institut de l' Academie Royale 
des Sciences des Pays-Bas. Je suis tres reconnaissant au recteur de 
l'Institut ainsi qu'it son personnel pour tous les bon soins que j'ai re~s. 

Theo D'haen 

Redacteur-en-chef des Actes de AILC '97 Leiden 
Responsable general du XVe Congres de I' AILe it Leiden 
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