
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

This book draws on a Phd research conducted under the supervi­
sion of Prof. William A. Schabas, Director of the Irish Centre for Human 
Rights in Galway, Ireland. 

My preference for this theme, "the prosecution and defense of 
peacekeepers under international criminal law," was fueled not only 
by the lack of a comprehensive work in this area but also by my schol­
arly and practical background in international law. In addition, my 
experience as reserve officer in the Royal Netherlands Marines Corps 
enabled me to monitor the convergence of military operational law 
with international humanitarian law and international criminal law. 
This topic seems of ever-increasing importance in view of the chang­
ing nature of international peacekeeping and its emerging exposure to 
high-combat situations which may bring international criminalliabil­
ity concepts closer by. 

In thanking those who have inspired and assisted in the prepara­
tion of this study, I must first of all mention Prof. William A. Schabas, 
who patiently supervised my dissertation. I remain indebted to him as 
he not only provided me with stimulating knowledge but also guided 
my academic perception and career in international criminal law. 

I was fortunate to have the law faculty of the University of Utrecht 
as my academic home in the last phase of the preparation of this study. 
Many colleagues of this University supported me, especially Prof. Dr. C. 
Brants and Prof. Dr. C. Kelk. I am particularly grateful for the trust all my 
colleagues at the Criminal Law Faculty of Utrecht University gave me in 
pursuing and fulfilling my new academic and challenging task as pro­
fessor of (international) criminal law. The same goes for my legal col­
leagues at the law firm of Knoops & Partners, Amsterdam, especially Ms. 
Karlijn van der Voort for her indispensable assistance in the last and cru­
cial phase of this research. As with my previous books, Ms. Frederique 
Wessel, my ever-loyal secretary, provided indispensable support and 
encouragement in typing and reviewing the manuscript. In this area, I was 
fortunate to have Mr. Terence Hegarty again as my highly skilled editor. 

Many impressive persons who became my friends have inspired and 
supported my academic career so far. First of all, my academic mentor 
and friend, Prof. M. Cherif Bassiouni, whose knowledge and wisdom is 

xlvii 



xlviii Prosecution and Defense of Peacekeepers 

always an important source for my work; Prof. Ernst Hirsch Ballin, who 
stood at the beginning of my law career; Ms. Heike Fenton, President of 
Transnational Publishers Inc., New York; Major-General Willem A.J. 
Prins, Commander in Chief of the Royal Netherlands Marine Corps; 
Major-General Frank van Kappen, former Military Advisor of the 
Secretary General of the United Nations and Major-General Patrick C. 
Cammaert, Military Advisor of the U.N. Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations; furthermore Ms. Sharon Williams, former Judge at the ICTY 
and Professor in International Criminal Law at Osgoode Law School, 
Canada; Dr. Ray Murphy; John Dugard, Professor of Public International 
Law who taught me the first steps in public international law; and, of 
course, my whole family, especially my mother Josephine, my ever-sup­
portive mother-in-law Janny, my three sons and my late father Martinus 
and father-in-law David. 

In this book I have endeavored to distill also from my academic and 
practical experience with several international criminal courts before 
which military officials are (were) prosecuted. I am beholden to all those 
working at these international courts, some of whom I became friends 
with, who enabled me to learn from them. Especially my friends at the 
ICTY and the Special Court for Sierra Leone merit acknowledgment. I 
am keenly aware that their trust was of crucial academic inspiration. 

It goes beyond words to express my gratitude to my lovely wife 
Carry, who assists me so well as co-counsel in all our endeavors. Without 
her, this achievement would still be fiction. 

The law in this book is stated as of August 1, 2004. 


	Acknowledgements

