
Pref ace 

This book is the outgrowth of many years' thinking and research. I have long contem­
plated to undertake a comprehensive study on the Korean question in the United 
Nations, which has exerted an important influence on the world organization as well as 
on inter-Korean relations. The genesis of the work goes back to my association as a 
senior fellow with the Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IF ANS), the 
research arm of South Korea's Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, in 1977. There 
I had the opportunities to observe South Korea's foreign policy and North Korean 
problems for almost three years, which helped gain an insight into the process of 
Korea's foreign policy. 

This book entitled "Korea and the United Nations" is the first systematic and in­
depth study on the Korean question in the United Nations, which shows the essence of 
the conflict between South and North Korea at the international level. It attempts a 
comprehensive analysis of the political and legal issues of the Korean question in the 
United Nations, which have been raised during the past fifty years. The book covers not 
only the much discussed issues during the Cold War but also the recent problems of 
North Korea's nuclear program and refugees in the post-Cold War era. 

The research for this study has been carried out mainly at the IF ANS Library and the 
Columbia University International Law Library. I have consulted numerous books, 
scholarly articles, memoirs, monographs, government publications and declassified 
diplomatic documents. I am deeply indebted to Professor Gerard J. Mangone, Univer­
sity Research Professor for International and Maritime Law at the University of 
Delaware, who kindly read and commented on the manuscript, and offered much 
invaluable editorial advice which helped improve the quality of the manuscript. He 
encouraged me to publish this book even before the manuscript was completed. Without 
his support, the publication of this book would not have been possible. 

I also owe a debt of gratitude to the following individuals who have read parts of the 
manuscript and made many useful comments: Dr. Park Keun, former South Korean 
Ambassador to the United Nations, and Dr. Park Sang-seek, former Chancellor of 
IF ANS and Ambassador to Singapore. I am also grateful to Ambassaor Suh Dae-won, 
Deputy Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations for 
his interview in June 1999 on South and North Korea's participation in the UN 
activities, and Mr. Lee Byong-hyun, Director of the United Nations Division, Policy 
Planning Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade for allowing me to use some of 
his useful research materials. Needless to say, I am alone responsible for any error in 
facts and judgments. 

There have been many scholars who made a profound influence on my academic 
thinking in international law and organization. In particular, the names of four great 
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professors should be mentioned - the late Professors Leland M. Goodrich and Philip 
C. Jessup of Columbia University, the late Thomas Hovet, Jr. of the University of 
Oregon, and Professor Thomas M. Franck of New York University, under whom I had 
studied as a gruaduate student in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Their vision and 
philosophy helped me to comprehend the importance of order and justice through law 
and cooperation for human survival in the increasingly interdependent world of nations. 
If this work could make any contribution to the promotion of world order and justice 
in a small way, it would be a tribute to them. 

Finally, I wish to thank Dr. Shin Hyeon-joong of Hanso University for his sugges­
tions, and Suh Young-jin and Kim Hyun-sook, both graduate students at Hanyang 
University, for their assistance in preparing many drafts of this book. 

Seoul, Korea 
March 25, 2000 
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