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"I speak of Ulysses as described by Tennyson ... 

Come my friends, 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world. 
Push off, and sitting well in order smite 
The sounding furrows: for my purpose holds 
To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths 
of all the western stars, until I die. 
It may be the gulfs will wash us down: 
It may be that we shall touch the Happy Isles, 
And see the great Achilles, whom we knew. 

Though much is taken, much abides; and though 
We are not now that strength which in old days 
Moved earth and heaven, that which we are, we are, 
One equal temper of heroic hearts, 
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will 
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield. 

This is our essence-to seek and to find. It is not so much the finding 
as it is the search which determines the nature of our life, our soul." 

Chandler McCuskey Brooks 

"Thoughts Concerning the Essence of Life: Integrative Power and 
the Governance of Function", in Cardio-Respiratory and Motor 

Coordination, ed. H.P. Koepchen and T. Huopaniemi (Berlin, 
1991), pp. 324-325. 

"I am in my 84th year and I detect a preference to sit and write to old friends 
rather than attempting to do things of a progressive nature . . . What is 
Theology and what should a theologian be doing? What is the nature of Life, 
the nature of its most sophisticated example Man? What is the nature of the 
Mind of Man and that essence which determines the quality of his behavior, the 
soul of Man? These questions can't be answered by information obtained by 
micropuncture or a patch-clamp. Do take care and remember me." 

Chandler McCuskey Brooks 

Letter to Silvio Weidmann, M.D., 1989, 
in Chandler McCuskey Brooks: 

The Scientist and the Man (Brooklyn, 1990), p. 43. 
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