
THE IRENICAL THEOLOGY OF THEOPHILE 
BRACHET DE LA MILLETIERE (1588-1665) 



STUDIES IN THE HISTORY 
OF 

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 
EDITED BY 

HEIKO A. OBERMAN, Tucson, Arizona 

IN COOPERATION WITH 
HENRY CHADWICK, Cambridge 

JAROSLA V PEUKAN, New Haven, Connecticut 
BRIAN TIERNEY, Ithaka, New York 

ARJO VANDERJAGT, Groningen 

VOLUMEUX 

R.J.M. VAN DE SCHOOR 

THE lRENICAL THEOLOGY OF THEOPHILE 
BRACHET DE LA MILLETIERE (1588-1665) 



THE IRENICAL THEOLOGY OF 
THEOPHILE BRACHET DE LA 

MILLETIERE (1588-1665) 

BY 

R.J. M. VAN DE SCHOOR 

EJ. BRILL 
LEIDEN . NEW YORK· KOLN 

1995 



The paper in this book meets the guidelines for permanence and durability of the 
Committee on Production Guidelines for Book Longevity of the Council on Library 
Resources. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Schoor, R. J. M. van de. 
The irenical theology of Theophile Brachet de La Milletiere 

(1588-1665) / by R.J.M. van de Schoor. 
p. cm. - (Studies in the history of Christian thought, ISSN 

0081-8607 ; v. 59) 
Based on the author's thesis, Catholic University of Nijmegen, 

1991. 
Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and indexes. 
ISBN 9004099611 (cloth: alk. paper) 
I. La Milletiere, Theophile Brachet, sieur de, ca. 1596-1665. 

2. Catholic Church-Doctrines-History-17th century. 3. Catholic 
Church-Apologetic works-History and criticism. 4. Catholic 
Church-Relations-Reformed Church. 5. Reformed Church-Relations­
-Catholic Church. I. Title. II. Series. 
BX4668.L26S36 1994 
230'.2'092-dc20 94-33779 

CIP 

Die Deutsche Bibliothek - CIP-Einheitsaufnahrne 

Schoor, Robertus J. M. van de. 
The irenical theology of Theophile Brachet de La Milletiere : 
(1588-1665) / by R.J.M. van de Schoor. - Leiden; New York; 
K6in : Brill, 1994 

(Studies in the history of Christian thought ; Vol. 59) 
ISBN 90--04-09961-1 

NE:GT 

ISSN 0081-8607 
ISBN 90 04 09961 I 

© Copyright 1995 by EJ. Brill, !.eiden, The Netherlands 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication TIUly be reproduced, translated, stored in 

a retrieval system, or transmitted in al!)' form or by al!)' means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written 

permission from the publisher. 

Authorization to photocopy items for internal or personal 
use is granted by EJ. Brill provided that 

the appropriate fees are paid directlY to The Copyright 
Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Suite 910 

Danvers MA 01923, USA. 
Fees are suf?ject to change. 

PRINTED IN THE NETHERLANDS 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Preface ........................................... IX 
List of abbreviations ................................. XI 
Introduction ....................................... 1 

I Biographical sketch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 11 
Introduction ................................... 11 
Youth and legal studies ........................... 12 
A career in the Reformed Church .................... 14 
'Assemblee politique' and mission to the States General .... 16 
The printing presses of the Republic .................. 18 
Junius Brutus Redivivus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19 
Intriguer in the service of Rohan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 21 
Arrest and imprisonment .......................... 21 
Calvinist scorn and Catholic condemnation . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 25 
Apology for a conversion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 28 
Ca'tholic controversialist in the service of Mazarin ........ 30 

II 1634-1636: First irenical publications ................. 33 
Preconditions for a scheme of church unity ............. 33 

- Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 33 
- Disunity in Charenton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 35 
- Dispute with Rivet and Du Moulin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 38 
- Other reactions to La Milletiere's irenical debut. . . . . .. 43 
- Catholic voices ............................. 46 

The irrefutable truth brought to light . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 48 
- Consilium autoris and theses on grace ............. 48 
- Discussion with Guillaume Gibieuf ............... 53 

III 1636-1639: John Cameron's doctrine of grace as the basis 
of a reunion with Rome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 59 
Introduction .......................... ... .'..... 59 
Cameron's teaching. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 60 
The dispute with Moyse Amyraut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 65 

- The battle for Cameron's intellectual legacy ......... 67 
- The inclination of the will . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 70 



VI CONTENTS 

- The doctrine of grace in Le moyen de La paix 
ehrestienne ............................. 74 

- Twofold justification according to Gropper .. . . . . . . .. 75 
- Amyraut's rejection of twofold justification. . . . . . . . .. 77 
- Amyraut at odds with Mestrezat and Testard . . . . . . . .. 80 
- The dispute with Testard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 81 
- The dispute with Mestrezat ..................... 85 
- Amyraut's allegedly dissident view ............... 85 
- Amyraut's defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 89 
- A provisional conclusion to the dispute with 

Amyraut ............................... 93 
La Milletiere and the congregation of Charenton . . . . . . . . .. 95 

- Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 95 
- Dispute with Mestrezat about the meaning 

of 'merit' .............................. 96 
- The polemic with Jean Daille .................. 102 
- The Synod of Alenc;:on and the congregation 

of Charenton ........................... 104 
Growing interest of Grotius ....................... 106 
Conversion at the academy of Sedan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 114 
La Milletiere and the Roman Catholics ............... 117 

- Richelieu's protection and collaboration 
with Veron ............................ 117 

- A Summary of Roman Catholic doctrine. . . . . . . . . .. 120 
- An 'ecumenical' prayer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 123 

IV 1640-1642: The eucharist and doctrinal authority ........ 125 
Introduction .................................. 125 
Doctrinal authority ............................. 128 

- Not a monarchical but an aristocratic authority ...... 128 
- Blondel's reaction .......................... 132 
- Primacy and purgatory explained to a friend ........ 134 

Outlines of an irenical doctrine of the eucharist ......... 136 
- The real presence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 136 
- Eucharist in relation with grace and 

original sin ............................ 138 
1. Characterisation of La verite du sainet 
saerement ............................. 138 
2. Michael Baius and John Cameron .......... 140 
3. Baius' dispute with Mamix ............... 145 
4. Origin of La Milletiere's ideas . . . . . . . . . . . .. 146 
5. Digressions on the doctrine of grace. . . . . . . .. 151 



CONTENTS VII 

- The Catholic doctrine of the eucharist 
in 52 theses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 155 

- Dispute with Blondel over positive theology ........ 159 
- Inspiration from the ninth century ............... 164 
- Spiritual and physical Body of Christ . . . . . . . . . . . .. 168 
- Learning versus charlatanism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 169 

Comrade in arms of Grotius ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 170 
The dispute with Andre Rivet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 175 

- The rise of the 'accommodeurs' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 175 
- Veron's polemical method. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 177 
- Superstition and idolatry ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 179 
- La Milletiere's profession of faith ............... 183 
- An unbroken internal community of Christians ...... 185 
- Rivet's 'forerunner' and La Milletiere's 

'leg-breaker' ........................... 191 
- 'Ignore the troublemaker' ..................... 192 

V 1644-1645: Restoration of the early Christian confession . .. 195 
Introduction .................................. 195 
Restoration of early Christian penance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 197 

- Penance before absolution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 197 
- Public penance for internal mortal sins ............ 200 
- The sacrifice of the mass as a sacrifice 

of reconciliation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 201 
- Arnauld accused of half-heartedness . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 202 
- The universal versus the visible Church ........... 203 
- The rules prescribed by Trent .................. 205 
- Confession: rites and essentials ................. 206 

The censure of the Sorbonne ...................... 207 
- A plea on behalf of Le Pacifique veritable ......... 207 
- The contents of the censure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 211 

Reactions from the Jesuits ........................ 212 
Arnauld's defence: the golden mean ................. 216 
The Protestant poison ........................... 219 

- La Milletiere's works analysed ................. 219 
- The end of the 'Henotiques' ................... 220 
- A touchstone for La Milletiere's catholicism . . . . . . .. 222 

VI Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 225 



VIII CONTENTS 

Resume ........................................ 229 
Appendix I: letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 233 
Appendix II: manuscript from the Bodleian Library . . . . . . . . .. 253 
Bibliography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 259 
Index of names ................................... 269 
Index of subjects and places ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 275 
Scriptural references . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 281 


	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Table of Contents


