
APOCALYPSE AS UTOPIAN EXPECTATION (800-1500) 



STUDIES IN THE HISTORY 
OF 

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 
EDITED BY 

HEIKO A. OBERMAN, Tucson, Arizona 

IN COOPERATION WITH 

HENRY CHADWICK, Cambridge 

jAROSLAV PELIKAN, New Haven, Connecticut 

BRIAN TIERNEY, Ithaca, New York 

ARjO VANDERjAGT, Groningen 

VOLUME LXXIII 

DERK VISSER 

APOCALYPSE AS UTOPIAN EXPECTATION (800-1500) 



APOCALYPSE AS 
UTOPIAN EXPECTATION 

(800-1500) 
THE APOCALYPSE COMMENTARY 

OF BERENGAUDUS OF FERRIERES AND THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN EXEGESIS, LITURGY AND ICONOGRAPHY 

BY 

DERK VISSER 

E.J. BRILL 
LEIDEN . NEW YORK· KOLN 

1996 



The paper III this book meets the guidelines for permanence and durability of the 
Committee on Production Guidelines for Book Longevity of the Council on Library 
Resources. 

This book has been published with financial support from Ursinus College. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Visser, Derk, 1930-
Apocalypse as Utopian expectation (800-1500) : the Apocalypse 

commentary of Berengaudus of Ferrieres and the relationship between 
exegesis, liturgy and iconography / by Derk Visser. 

p cm. - (Studies in the history of Christian Thought, ISSN 
0081-8607 ; v. 73) 

Includes bibliographical references and indexes. 
ISBN 9004106219 (alk. paper) 
I. Berengaudus, ft. ca. 859. Expositio super septem visiones 

libri Apocalypsis. 2. Bible. N.T. Revelation-Criticism, 
interpretation, etc.-History-Middle Ages, 600-1500. 3. Catholic 
Church-Liturgy-History and criticism. 4. Bible. N.T. 
Revelation-Illustrations. 5. Christian art and symbolism-
-Medieval, 500-1500. 6. Eschatology-History of doctrines-Middle 
Ages, 600-1500. 7. Utopias-Religious aspects. I. Title. 
II. Series. 
BS2825.2.Y56 1996 
228'.06'09021-dc20 96-7885 

CIP 

Die Deutsche Bibliothek - CIP-EinheitsaufnahIIle 

Visser, Derk: 
Apocalypse as utopian expectation (800-1500) : the apocalypse 
commentary of Berengaudus of Ferrieres and the relationship 
between exegesis, liturgy and iconography / by Derk Visser. -
Leiden ; New York; Koln : Brill, 1996 

(Studies in the history of Christian thought; Vol. 73) 
ISBN 90-04-·10621 -9 

NE: GT 

ISSN 0081-8607 
ISBN 90 04 10621 9 

© Copyright 1996 by EJ. Brill, Leiden, the Netherlands 

All rights reserved. No part qf this publication mqy be reproduced, translated, stored in 
a retrieval system, or transmitted in any Jorm or by any means, electronic, 

mechanical, photocopying, recording or othemJise, without prior written 
permission .from the publisher. 

Authorization to photocopy items Jor internal or personal 
use is granted by EJ. Brill provided that 

the appropriate fees are paid directlY to the Copyright 
Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Suite 910 

Danvers MA 01923, USA. 
Fees are subject to change. 

PRINTED IN THE NETHERLANDS 



"visio pacis certa quietis spes 
ibi nobis" (inscription on can­
delabra, Charlemagne's chapel, 
Aix la Chapelle) 



CONTENTS 

List of Illustrations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. x 

Acknowledgments ................................... xiii 

Introduction ........................................ 1 
The Scope of This Study ............................. 1 
Revelation and Apocalyptic Visions of the End . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 
The Enigma of Berengaudus of Ferrieres .................. 3 
The Organization of This Study ........................ 4 
Notes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6 

PART I: QUODLIBETALES IN BERENGAUDUM 

Chapter One: The Fortunes of Berengaudus in the Later Middle Ages 12 
The Manuscript Evidence. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 12 
Attributions ...................................... 14 
The Distribution of Berengaudus Manuscripts . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 18 
Berengaudus in Anglo-Norman Illuminated Manuscripts ....... 20 
Berengaudus and Twelfth-Century Apocalypse Commentators . . .. 23 
Conclusion .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 25 
Notes ........................................... 27 

Chapter Two: Berengaudus and his Sources .................. 44 
Problems of Approach .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 44 
Ninth Century Concerns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 47 
Predestination .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 48 
Mary's Perpetual Virginity ............................ 51 
Canticles, Revelation and Berengaudus' Use of John 3:29 . . . . . .. 52 
The Temple of 1 Cor. 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 55 
The Eras of Salvation History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 57 
The Unity of the Old and New Testaments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 61 
Conclusion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 63 
Notes .......................................... 65 



viii CONTENTS 

Chapter Three: Who was Berengaudus? .................... 87 
Circumstantial Evidence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 87 
The Bernegaudus of Lupus of Ferrieres .................. 88 
What Can be in a Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 91 
Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 93 
Notes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 95 

Chapter Four: The Originality of Berengaudus ............... 104 
The Historical Context . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 104 
The Antecedents of Berengaudus' Optimism . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 105 
The Horses of Apocalypse 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 110 
Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 112 
Notes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 114 

PART II: APOCALYPSE AS UTOPIAN EXPECTATION: 
THE ARTISTIC EVIDENCE OF THE LATER MIDDLE AGES 

Chapter Five: Revelations From the Road to Compostella . . . . . . .. 124 
The White Mantle of Churches in Western France. . . . . . . . . .. 124 
The Year 1000 ................................... 126 
Revelation and the Beginning of Romanesque Iconology ...... 128 
And a "Good" Time Was Had by Many. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 134 
Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 138 

Chapter Six: Berengaudus, Jan Van Eyck and Fifteenth Century 
Mysticism. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 152 
The Theology of the Ghent Altarpiece . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 152 
"Mystic Marriage" as the Sacra Converzatione of Philippians 3:20 157 
The Marriage of the Lamb: Pre-Reformation Survivals. . . . . . .. 162 
Notes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 165 

Conclusion ........................................ 181 

Appendix I: Comparison of Commentaries on 
Revelation 2: 17; 12: 1 and 21: 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 185 

Appendix II: Description of Extant Expositio Manuscripts ....... 200 

Appendix III: The Rider on the Pale Horse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 214 



CONTENTS ix 

Bibliography 216 

Subject Index ...................................... 228 

Index of Names. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 234 


	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Dedication
	Table of Contents



