
PREFACE 

The publication of this book in its present form would not have 
been possible without the interest taken in it especially by three insti­
tutions and by three individuals. The three institutions are: The 
American Academy in Rome, which awarded me a two-year fellow­
ship from 1963-1965 enabling me to do the initial research upon which 
the book is based; The Harvard University Center for Italian Renais­
sance Studies (Villa I Tatti), Florence, which awarded me a fellowship 
for the academic years 1966-1968 enabling me to complete my research; 
and the University of Detroit, which granted me a leave of absence 
to accept the offer of the Harvard Renaissance Center. At the Uni­
versity of Detroit the Rev. Herman J. Muller, S. J., as chairman of 
the History Department in actual fact made the leave of absence possi­
ble. The University also provided a subvention to aid in the publication 
of the book. 

Of the three individuals to whom I feel especially indebted first 
place must certainly go to Professor Myron P. Gilmore, Director of 
the Harvard Renaissance Center in Florence. It was Professor Gil­
more who first suggested Giles of Viterbo to me as a subject for 
research when I was still a doctoral candidate under his direction at 
Harvard University, and he has continued to offer encouragement and 
suggestions all through the long process of maturing the subject 
into a book. I am also very much indebted to the Rev. Francis X. 
Martin, O. S. A., Professor of Medieval History at University Col­
lege, Dublin. Father Martin put the results of his own researches on 
Giles of Viterbo at my disposal, and he has allowed me to test my 
hypotheses against his detailed knowledge of Giles's life and activities. 
Finally, I must thank Professor Heiko A. Oberman of the University 
of Tubingen, Director of Tubingen's fllstitllt fiir ReJormatiollsgeschichte 
and co-editor of the Weimar Atls~~abe of Luther's works. Professor 
Oberman manifested an active interest in my research on Giles of 
Viterbo from the moment I first undertook it. The interest culminated 
in the offer to publish my book in his series, "Studies in Medieval and 
Reformation Thought." 

I also wish to thank those who, at one stage or another, read my 
text in its entirety: Professor Frank E. Brown, Director of the Ameri­
can Academy in Rome; Professor Jerrold E. Seigel, Princeton Uni-
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versity; Rev. Pierre Blet, S. ]., Pontificia UniversitaGregoriana, Rome; 
Rev. Edward L. Surtz, S.J., Loyola University, Chicago; and the 
Very Rev. Robert F. Harvanek, S.]., formerly of Loyola University, 
Chicago, and now Provincial Superior of the Jesuits of the Chicago 
area. I, moreover, want to acknowledge my gratitude to others who 
have read individual chapters of the book and have offered me their 
criticism and suggestions: Rev. R. Le Deaut and Rev. Pierre Proulx, 
S.]., Pontificio Istituto Biblico, Rome; Rev. William G. Thompson, 
S.]., Loyola University, Chicago, and Rev. John R. Keating, S.]., 
Fordham University. The Rev. Charles Burns of the Archivio Segreto 
Vaticano and the Rev. Balbino Rano, O.S.A., of the Augustinian 
General Archives, Rome, were helpful in guiding me through the 
proper archival material. For valuable assistance in the initial stages 
of the preparation of the text for publication I wish to thank my 
colleagues from the Society of Jesus: Rev. Edmund F. Miller, Uni­
versity of Detroit, and the Revs. Thomas H. O'Gorman and Francis 
J. Houdek. 

To three other individuals who in indirect ways facilitated my 
research and made it more pleasant and profitable than it otherwise 
would have been I should like to express my gratitude: Mr. Richard 
A. Kimball, former Director of the American Academy in Rome; 
Princess Margherita Rospigliosi, Secretary of the American Academy 
in Rome; and the Rev. Francis P. Furlong, S.]., Rector of the Collegio 
Bellarmino, Rome. I am indebted to Miss Gloria Ramakus of the I Tatti 
staff for help with proofreading. 

As regards the text of the book itself I might mention that in quoting 
from Latin sources, including Secret's edition of the Scechina, I have 
with few exceptions standardized the spelling and modernized the 
punctuation. I have made no attempt to reproduce the spelling, ab­
breviations, etc. of the manuscript sources, for I felt I would do the 
reader a better service if I presented him with the most readable text 
possible. In referring to letters I name one version, printed or manu­
script, and do not mention others which I know to exist unless this 
is for some reason significant. For all persons, except those from an­
tiquity, whose names appear in the book I have tried, whenever 
possible, to provide the dates, and to do this the first time the name 
appears. For figures in public life, such as kings, emperors, and popes, 
I have given dates for the years spent in the highest public office 
they held. For all others I give the year of birth and the year of death. 
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