“THE FORMER JEWS OF THIS KINGDOM”



THE
MEDIEVAL MEDITERRANEAN

PEOPLES, ECONOMIES AND CULTURES, 400-1500

EDITORS

Huca KENNEDY (St. Andrews)
PauL MacgpALINO (St. Andrews)
Davip ABuraria (Cambridge)
BenjamIN ARBEL (Tel Aviv)
Mark MEYERsoN (Toronto)
LArRY J. StMoN (Western Michigan University)

VOLUME 46




“THE FORMER JEWS
OF THIS KINGDOM”

Sictlian Converts after the Expulsion, 1492-1516

BY

NADIA ZELDES

BRILL
LEIDEN - BOSTON
2003



This book is printed on acid-free paper.

On the cover:

A window of the Palazzo Steri in Palermo, the Spanish Viceroy’s palace in the 15th
and 16th centuries, and later the seat of the Tribunal of the Spanish Inquisition

in Sicily until its abolition in the 18th century.

Die Deutsche Bibliothek - CIP-Einheitsaufnahme

Zeldes, Nadia:

“The Former Jews of this Kingdom”: Sicilian converts after the expulsion,
1492-1516 / by Nadia Zeldes — Leiden ; Boston : Brill, 2003

(The medieval Mediterranean ; Vol. 46

ISBN 90-04-12898-0

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

The Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is also available

ISSN  0928-5520
ISBN 90 04 12898 0

© Copyright 2003 by Koninkligke Brill NV, Leiden, The Netherlands

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in
a retrieval system, or transmatted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written
permussion_from the publisher.

Authorization to photocopy items for internal or personal
use is granted by Brill provided that
the appropriate fees are paid directly to The Copyright
Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Suite 910
Danvers, MA 01923, USA.
Fees are subject to change.

PRINTED IN THE NETHERLANDS



CONTENTS

List of Tables ...cccoocrvieviiieiiiiniic e
Preface ..o
Acknowledgments ..........ccocooviiiiiiiii
MaAPS o

Introduction .......cccooiiiiiiiiiii
I. The Cultural Heritage .......cccocvviviviinniinininnicnenecnne

IL. Sicily in the Later Middle Ages ........cccocoviiiiiiiiinnnnne.
III. The Historiography and the Sources ..........cccccooeeunne
IV. Some Methodological and Technical Considerations ....

Chapter One The Formation and Composition of the
Negfiti Population in Sicily ......ccoccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiice
I. Conversions Before the Expulsion ......ccoeiinninnnnn
II. Expulsion and the Encouragement of Conversion ......
III. Exile and Return ..o
IV. Immigrants and Foreigners ........ccccccooviviiininnninnn.
V. Numerical Evaluation ......c.ccocccvviiiiininiiiiniiincnnne
VI Conclusions ......c.cceceevieneeinineninieinincnesiceeeee s

Chapter Two New Christians or Former Jews—Legal,
Social, and Economic Frameworks ..........cccccooeveiiiiiiniiiennnnnen.
I. Royal Policies—Taxation, Discrimination and
Protection .....ccccovievivieniiiii
II. An Uneasy Welcome: Attitudes of the Old Christian
Population ......cccoiiiiiiiii
III. Jews, Converts, and the Sicilian Economy ..................
IV. Conclusions ......cccccecevevinieiiininiiiiiiccee e



vi CONTENTS

Chapter Three In the Shadow of the Inquisition ................
I. The First Period—Formal Beginnings to 1500 ............
II. The Spanish Inquisition and the Negfiti: 1500 to

IS10 e
III. The Auto de fé of 1511 .oooioiroiiiiiiiiceeeeceereene

IV. Acts of Faith from November 1511 to August 1515:
‘Relaxations’ and Mass Reconciliations .........cccccccueuee
V. The Revolt of 1516 and its Aftermath .......................
VI Conclusions .........ccccceeeiiinininiininiiiciiieneeeeeeeeenns

Chapter Four Tracing a Portrait of Sicilian Converts
I Judaizing ...,
II. The Evidence of Material Culture .........cccocevinuencnnne.
III. Group Identity ......ccccooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiciccc,
IV. Conclusions .........cccccevieieiiinineniiicieeeieiceeieeee e

General Conclusion .........ccoevvveieeiienie e
Appendix I: Dates, Coins, Weights, and Measures ................
Appendix II: Documents ........ccccceeviiiiiiiiiiiininiiiiiiicecce,

GIOSSATY oot

Bibliography ......ccooiveiiiie e
INAEX e



	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Table of Contents



