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The illustration above is a stylised drawing based on a photograph
that Fr. P. Michel Defrennes of St. Anne of Jerusalem was kind
enaugh to send us. The object dates from the 4th-5th century in a
grave at Oumm-Thouba, near Bethlehem. It is 23,5 cm long, 16 cm
high and 1 em thick. The opening in the centre, which is 5,5 in
diameter, originally has a glass cover and was probably used to
hold the reliquiae of the Eucharistic bread (see p. 125).
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