
PREFACE

In bringing the second and last volum e of th is study to a close it is my
welcome dut y to acknowledge the aid of th e insti tuti ons and ind ivid ua ls
whose generosi ty has helped it to see the light. In the foremost place are
the National Endowmen t for the H um anities and the National Human­
ities Center in Research T riangle Park, North Carolina. Fellowships from
both of th ese organiza tions in I g8 I -82 mad e possi ble the completion of
the research and writing of th is volume and th e Ce nter as well provided
a gracio us and stim ulati ng enviro nmen t for my work during that aca­
demic year. Pu blishers who hold copyrigh ts on portions of the mat erial
in the book that appea red in prin t previously in a somewha t differen t
form have been mos t courteo us and cooperative in allowing me to pre­
sent it here. In parti cul ar I would like to th ank the Pontifical Insti tut e
of Mediaeval Studies at the University of T oronto for perm ission to use
the material on Augustine in my "T he Stoic Theory of Verbal Signifi­
cation and the Probl e of Lies and Fa lse Statements from Antiquity to St.
Anselm," in Archiologie du signe, ed . Lucie Brind'Amour an d Eugene
Vance, Pa pers in Med iaeval Studies, 3 (Toronto: Ponti fical Institute of
Mediaeval Studies, 1983), pp. 17-43 and the University of Pitt sburgh
Press for permission to use my "Cosmeti c Theology: T he Transforma­
tion of a Stoic T heme," in Assays: Critical Approaches to Medieval and Re­
naissance T exts, volume I , ed. Peggy A. Knapp and Mi chael A. St ugrin
(Pittsbu rgh: University of Pittsburgh Pr ess, Ig81), pp. 3- 14.

My gratitude to these institutions is matched fully by the thanks l owe
to ind ividu al colleagues whose encouragement and criticism and whose
person al and professional assistance have been a great source of sup­
port. Various parts of this book were pr esent ed as lectures and papers
before a number of scholarly audiences, at Cerisy-la-Salle, the U niver­
sity of Rochest er , the U niversity of Ken t a t Canterbury, Villanova Uni­
vers ity, Ya le University, and the Univers ity of Pennsylvania, whil e the
rese arch was in progress. In all cases I rece ived fresh insights and va l­
uable cor rection from members of thes e groups too numerous to men­
tion . In a mu ch more specific vein I would like to express my lively thanks
to Wi llia m J . Co urtenay, Robert E. Lern er, Francis C. O akley, and Jar­
oslav J. Pelikan. Both their enth usiasm for thi s proj ect and their long­
animity since its inception have been remarkable and deeply appreci­
ated . M y debts to them are ongoi ng an d have expanded over the years.
Both Elizabeth A. Cla rk and Karl F. Morrison have read the enti re type­
script and their supportive criticisms have been of inestimable value.



x P R EF A CE

I t is a n eq ual pleasure to recor d my gra titude to schola rs a nd friends
mor e recently met. Amo ng th ose who m I had the p rivi lege of knowing
in ' 981- 82 th anks to th e hospi tali ty of th e Nationa l Humani ties Cen ter
a nd its neighboring uni versiti es a re C hristopher G ill, wh ose pati en t at­
ten tion and ac u te qu esti ons help ed to cla rify many matter s in th e work­
ing out of th e last two chap ters, and J oseph S. Wittig, whose tim ely gen­
erosity in th e loan of ma teri al vit al to th e writing of th e last chap te r was
a godsend . The dedi ca tion of this vo lume , as well as its pred ecessor , to
Gerard Verbeke, expresses the continuing inspi rati on which his wor k has
give n m e through out th e en tire p roject. T he more th at I have learned
a bout th e Stoic tradition in this per iod the more profoundly I have ad­
mired and resp ect ed his gro und-breaking studies in th e field . I am also
deepl y gra teful to H eiko A. O berman. As ed itor of th e Stud ies in th e
Hi story of C hris tian T ho ug ht his suppo rt and colla boration hav e been
inv a lua ble and his ene rgy and efficiency dazzling . Ther e is one final ac­
knowledgment I tak e pleas ure in recor d ing which, a ltho ugh harder to
specify, has been no less import an t to me. T his is the debt l owe to th e
colleagueship of E . An n M att er , given in th e final stages of th e comple­
tion of th e work d uring a peri od not lacking its own pressures in her own
life. The fact th a t I knew she was th ere lighten ed immeasu rably some of
th e di fficulties und er which I labored as well a t the tim e. Even as a ll of
these people in their own indi vidual ways assis ted me in makin g th is book
as good as I could mak e it , it rem ains true th a t its deficien cies a re a ll my
own .

A final word on orthography and related matters. As in th e first vol­
ume, I have Rorn anized th e spe lling of Greek words and I have retained
th e sa me conve nt ions regarding th e capita liza tion of Latin words a t th e
beginni ng of senten ces. T he editors of med ieval text s march to th eir own
d rum mers in rend ering " u" for " v" and "j " for " i" and I have found it
sim ples t to follow th eir practi ces in citing titl es of works th ey have ed ited
and in quoti ng passages from th em. In some cases, a lso, th e a pparen tly
aberran t spellings th at result may be of interest philologically in illus­
trating th e wa ys in which ea rly medieval Latin was beginning to de­
velop into some of th e Romance vernacula rs. I have also giv en in trans­
lation th e titles of several works , such as August ine' s Confessions and City
oj God and Boethius ' Consolation oj Philosoph» , which are so well known
by th ese English titles that referring to them in their Latin origin als would
approximate an affectation. I trust th a t no reader will be annoyed or mis­
led by th e inconsistencies that result fro m th ese editorial decisions .

M . L. C.
Oberl in, Ohio
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