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Note on the English Edition

The English edition of this book is a partially abridged version of the Polish 
original, with the exception of the Introduction, which has been expanded to 
include a section on the sources and the history of urban law in the medieval 
Kingdom of Poland. The revised Introduction stresses the connection between 
the evolution of the text of the Magdeburg Weichbild and the objective demand 
for an adaptation of an originally foreign law code (the Magdeburg Law) to 
the needs of Poland’s urban population. That this interaction determined the 
reception of the Magdeburg Law in the Kingdom of Poland is, incidentally, the 
principal claim advanced in my study. The final sections of the Introduction 
are devoted to a comprehensive synopsis of the content of the Magdeburg 
Weichbild. As far as the main body of the work is concerned, brief summa-
ries have been added at the end of some sections in Chapters 1–5. Also, the 
Conclusion has been slightly expanded. In this new version, Chapter 2 is much 
shorter: the original, detailed analysis of the versio Sandomiriensis manuscripts 
is left out. Also Appendixes 2 and 3 have been trimmed down. While working 
on the English version of my study, I took another careful look at my sources. 
There are therefore certain corrections and revisions, the aim of which is to 
present my points with greater clarity.
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Przem. (Przemyśl MS) Liber legum, in the State Archive in Przemyśl, 
Archives of Przemyśl City, Shelfmark 428

Przemyśl MS see Przem.
PS Old Chełmno Law (Der Alte Kulm)
Q II 157 (1) the first text of Weichbild in MS St.P. Lat. Q II 157  

in the Russian National Library in St Petersburg
Q II 157 (2) the second text of Weichbild in MS St.P. Lat. Q II 157 

in the Russian National Library in St Petersburg
RGV Constitution of Courts (Rechtsbuch von der 

Gerichtsverfassung)
SSp Speculum Saxonum (Sachsenspiegel)
St Florian MS see Flor.
Statutes, or Łaski’s Statutes Commune incliti Poloniae Regni privilegium 

constitutionum et indultuum publicitus decretorum 
approbatorumque …, ed. Jan Łaski (Cracoviae, 1506)

SzIM Paweł Szczerbic, Ius Municipale, to jest prawo 
miejskie majdeburskie nowo z łacińskiego i z 
niemieckiego na polski język z pilnością i wiernie 
przełożone [Ius Municipale [The Magdeburg 
Municipal Law]: A New and Meticulously Accurate 
Translation from the Latin and the German], ed. 
Grzegorz M. Kowalski, Bibliotheca Iagellonica. 
Fontes et Studia 20 (Kraków, 2011).

Tomasz of Bydgoszcz’s MS see BN 3068
Vulg. the Weichbild vulgate
Warsaw MS see Warsz.



xx Abbreviations

Warsz. (Warsaw MS) MS in in the Library of the University of Warsaw, 
Shelfmark 5

Wawel MS see BJ 168
Żagań MS see II Q 4
Żegota Pauli’s MS see BJ 4405


