
THE MEDIEVAL ISLAMIC CONTROVERSY 
BETWEEN 

PHILOSOPHY AND ORTHODOXY 



ISLAMIC PHILOSOPHY 
AND THEOLOGY 

Texts and Studies 

EDITED BY 

HANS DAIBER 

VOLUME III 



THE MEDIEVAL ISLAMIC CONTROVERSY 
BETWEEN 

PHILOSOPHY AND ORTHODOXY 

IJMA c AND TA)WIL _IN_ THE CONFLICT BETWEEN 
AL-G HAZALI AND IBN RUSHD 

IYSA A. BELLO 

E.J. BRILL 
LEIDEN • NEW YORK • K0BENHA VN • KOLN 

1989 



Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Bello, lysa A. 
The medieval Islamic controversy between philosophy 

and orthodoxy. 
(Islamic philosophy and theology. Texts and 

studies, ISSN 0169-8729; v. 3) 
Bibliography: p. 
Includes index. 
1. Ghaziill, 1058-1111-Views on Islamic law. 

2. Averroes, 1126-1198-Views on Islamic law. 3. Islamic 
law-Interpretation and construction. 4. Islam and 
philosophy. 5. Ghazziill, 1058-1111-Views on Islam 
and philosophy. 6. Averroes, 1126-1198-Views on 
Islam and philosophy. I. Title. II. Series. 
LAW 297'.14 87-32559 
ISBN 90-04-08092-9 

ISSN 
ISBN 

0169-8729 
90 04 08092 9 

© Copyright 1989 by E.]. Brill, Leiden, The Netherlands 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or 
translated in any form, by print, photoprint, microfilm, microfiche 
or any other means without written permission from the publisher 

PRINTED IN THE NETHERLANDS BY E. J. BRILL 



To my Paternal Grandmother 

To Margrit, 
our children 
and theirs ... 



CONTENTS 

List of Abbreviations........................................................ x 

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Historical Background . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Background in al-Andalus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Ghazal!...................................................................... 6 
Ghazali's Work............................................................ 8 
Ibn Rushd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
His Works.................................................................. 13 

I. The Development of Ijmii' in Islamic Jurisprudence 
during the Classical Period . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 

Ijmii' From the Advent of Islam to the end of the 
U mayyad Period . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 
Ijmii' During the 'Abbasid Period . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

II. Ijmii' in the Concept of Ghazal!................................. 29 

III. Ibn Rushd's Theory of Ijma' . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 

IV. Ghazali's Concept of Interpretation (Ta)wzl) . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 
Rules of Interpretation.......................................... 53 

V. Ibn Rushd's Theory of Interpretation (Ta)wzl) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 

VI. Doctrinal and Legal Issues between Al-Ghazal! and 
Ibn Rushd (Particularly as they revolve around the 
Concept of Ijmii' and Ta )wz!) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 

A. The World's Pre-eternality................................ 84 
Argument from Preponderance........................... 86 
Argument from Time and Space . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 
Argument from the Possibility of the World . . . . . . . . . . 100 
Argument from the Possibility of the World as 

Related to Matter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
B. Ibn Rushd's Reply in Fa~l................................. 102 

VII. God's Knowledge of the Particulars............................ 111 

VIII. Bodily Resurrection................................................. 126 
A. Ghazal!' s Position . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 126 
B. Ibn Rushd's Position........................................ 133 

IX. Summary and Conclusion......................................... 142 



VIII CONTENTS 

Appendix I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152 
Appendix II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 

Bibliography................................................................... 159 

Index of Names . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173 
Index of Subjects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175 


	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Dedication
	Table of Contents



