
PREFACE

This book is a revised version of a dissertation submitted to the
Department of History of Columbia University in October, 1985. I
am indebted to the many people who read, commented on and
discussed with me parts of this work: the members of my dis­
sertation committee, Professor Roger Bagnall, Professor Louis
Feldman (who also generously let me read the manuscript of his
essay which has since appeared in part 2 of the Compendia) and
Professor Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi; my brother, Dr. Joshua
Schwartz and Professor Albert Baumgarten, of Bar Ilan University,
and Dr. Daniel Schwartz and the late Professor Menahem Stern, of
the Hebrew University; my colleagues at the Harvard Society of
Fellows, Juliet Fleming, Robin Fleming, Moshe Halbertal, Leslie
Kurke, and Andrew Cohen; my teacher at Columbia and the editor
of Columbia Studies, Professor William Harris, and the anonymous
reader for the series . Professor Shaye Cohen not only offered com­
ment and advice, but also, through his book Josephus in Galilee and
Rome, C.S.C.T. 8, Leiden, 1979, has exerted a strong influence on
this work. My dissertation adviser, Professor Morton Smith, has
spent so much time reading, correcting and discussing this work at
all its stages that a mere expression of gratitude would be presump­
tuous: I will probably never be able to repay my debt to him.
Despite so much help, errors remain, and they are of course my
responsibility.

Since completing the revision of this book, I have seen several
works which I should ideally have taken into account. Most impor­
tant of these is Martin Goodman, The Ruling Class ofJudaea, Cam­
bridge, 1987, the most serious social history offirst century Judaea
yet written . Furthermore, though I remain convinced of the essen­
tial truth of my conclusions, I now think I should have paid more
attention to the role of the Jewish upper classes of Palestine outside
Judaea, and that, while it may be true that the Destruction facili­
tated the amalgamation of different Judaean factions, it may also
have served to weaken ties between Judaeans on the one hand and
Galilaeans, Idumaeans, etc ., on the other. I will try to correct these
omissions in the future .

Some technical information: my usual method of citation is to
provide full bibliographical information in the first citation of a
modern work and subsequently to use a short version of the work 's
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title-complete information ma y in an y case be found in the Bibli­
ography. Some modern works are always cited by an abbreviated
title: these are listed following the Table of Contents. Journals are
cited by the abbreviations listed in L 'Annie Philologique. I also usu­
ally cite Biblical and Rabbinic works by the standard abbrevia­
tions. Those unfamiliar with the titles of the Talmudic tractates
ma y find them listed in such common reference works as theJewish
Encyclopedia UE) or the Encyclopedia Judaica (EJ), or in any in­
troduction to the Talmud, for example that of Hermann Strack; at
any rate, many titles are listed in full in the Index of Passages. All
translations are my own , though my debt to the LoebJosephus and
to Abraham Schalit's Hebrew translation of Antiquities will be
obvious.

Finally, I should like to thank the National Foundation for Jew­
ish Culture and the Memorial Foundation for J ewish Culture for
helping to support me while I was a graduate student, th e Golda
Meir Fellowship Fund of the Hebrew University ofJerusalem and
the Society of Fellows of Harvard University for supporting me
whil e I revised this book for publication, and the Lod ge Foundation
of Columbia for helping to cover publication costs. Scott Ettinger
helped in preparing th e Index of Passages.
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