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بمريم تفكرّ   لا 

 رّك�ب�رم�يم

��   ال�ت����ف

��ي ر لم��ن���صو ��ت�ي�� ة�رم�يم ا ا ر �م�ا ل�إ  ةا ر� �ل��ط��ّي�ا  نا  ج�م�� وا� �ل�ز �ي�د ا  ي�ري �� �ل�ذ�  يا �
�ل�مي�ن  خا

�
أ
ل� ّ ع��لى ا


رد

 ّب�رم�يوم
 ي��ح�� ��ت�ك  ال ن�ت������ش �ل�مي��  نا �ب� �ي�ا  

�ح��طّ�م
�ه�ا �ت  ن�هوا  ي�م�� �� د ؤ�فا

��ب��ل�ك ��
��ق

وم رغ د �م�� وا �ج�
أ
ل�  نا �ب� �ه�ا �ي�ا ���ي

 ت��ف ��
ن�
 و�إ� ن�ك��

رغم م و�م��
ّي
��ب��ل�ك �م�ت��

�ه�ا ��ق �ن�ا ��ب
أ�


�ل��سوم  ي�لا  غ� �ا �ل��ي�اً  �رم�يم ��م�هر�ه�ا ع�ا

م
ّ
 ي�ل�رم�يم �ت����ق�د �ل��ل ر ع ا �ز  هر��ج ��م�ه

 ب�م��ك��لوم �ع��  ن���ش �ه��  ي���ب �ل��ل  با  ط�ن���ب�اً وط�ن���

 ن�ي�ع��لم
�  ىسلم�� نك�ا �بو �مو��

أ� 
 �اً �ي���ض�

أ�
و

�ل��يوم  را �ه�ا �ي��ب����ش  ن��ب �ه�� ر  ي��ي�ّرح �ل��ل ا 	5

م
ّ
 ف�ي��ت��ن�ع

�ل��ه��نو��  ه�ب�ا �
ّب
� رع ر و�ب���ش
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After the well advertised participation of the first female Emirati fighter pilot, 
Maryam al-Mansuri, in the coalition bombing of ISIS, an anonymous Yemeni 
poet who styled himself “The Poet of Ma⁠ʾrib” (shāʿir ma⁠ʾrib) wrote her a tongue-
in-cheek love poem. Hajaya responded to the poem using the same rhyme and 
meter by discouraging him in his “love” for her, lamenting the Iranian “occupa-
tion” of certain islands in the Strait of Hormuz and expressing his fear of Ira-
nian encroachment in the Middle East. 

A response to my Yemeni brother who wants to marry the Emirati pilot 
Maryam al-Mansuri

In lines 1-7, Hajaya discourages the Yemeni poet in his love for Maryam: 

Oh son of Yemen, don’t complain of Maryam’s love
She shattered my heart well before she did yours

If you, oh son of good men, are infatuated,
Then before you was I too in her thrall 

Bidding for Maryam’s dowry starts high
Whoever steps up should know: islands are her dowry

Greater Tunb and Lesser Tunb, home to a wounded people
And Abu Musa too, for those who knew1

5	 Whoever frees them can today expect,
By God’s law, to delight in that pretty, young girl

1	i .e. islands captured by Iran in 1971 and claimed by the UAE; Hajaya claims that many Arabs 
do not know about this conflict.
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وم
 ن�م��ك�ت �ب�  نع��لى ا �ي� � ى�م�ا �ن�ا �رت

أ�
 و

عم
�ل�د � �ّن�ك و

أ
ل ر� �ب���ش ل�م�ه روا  تا � �ه�ا

�هوم ر �م�����ف ل�م�ه ر�ص�ا ا ا  ن�ه�ذ� �ل�مي��  نا �ب� �ي�ا  

 رّك�ب�رم�يم

��  ال ه�ت����ف ����ف�ع��ت�  ن�م�ا د � �إ

 ى�ل�ك ع��لوم � �رح
 ال ه�ت �ّب�  ن�ع��ب�د ر  و�م��

�ل��ه��م  جا �
�ه  ي�وا ��ت�ك  ه�ي������ش �ل�  ه�ب�ح�ا �

ّ
��ل �خ

�عوم  ي�ث�مت��رت�� سو�م�د
� �ل�حو �ه�ا ا  ��ص��ن�ع�ا ��ب

م
ّ
ّ �يو�م�اً �ت����ق�د


 ي�ج�موع� هك�ل �� ذ� و�ه�ا

 ي�ج�يوم  ي�ّ�ي��
 ن�ع�م �ب�  ة�ي�ا

�  ي��ب�ع��ي�د �ه و�م�ا 	10

 ب�م�ع���مّ��م ر� �ل��ي�ع�ا و�� سا �ه�ا ر �ي�ح�كم ��ب

وم رق
 ه��  ٍن�ب�

�ي��ط��ي� ح ح�ا
�ل  ن�ص�ا �ب�  ي�ا  وع��ل

م �ل�د  ي�لا  غ� �ا ���صوا ر�خ�
أ� ه
 �ل �ع�ي���ن� �ج

أ� ن
 و�م��

�ه�ا �ت�عوم ���ن �ل��ب���� رح��س��ف  ي�فو��س��ط ا
 ن�� � ا  و�إ�ري

م
� ى��ق � رم�رت وا

 ة�ل�ل�أ �ع��ي�� ل�رم����ج وا

وم
�ل����ق �ا ��ق���ص�ع�� ةا �ل�خ�����ف  ب�ب�ا ��ق�� ا  ن�ري �

 و�بو�ت

�ل��يوم �ي��ل��ه��م �ه�ا ا �م�ا ��ب �ب�ا و
أ� ّ
 ل�عم

� وا
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I guarantee you Maktum’s approval2
So get the dowry, hope for the best, for you’re her cousin3

Son of Yemen, her dowry’s become known
So if you can’t pay it, don’t even think about her

In lines 8-12, Hajaya warns of the Iranian threat to Yemen: 

Don’t seek help from ʿAbd Rabbuh4
Leave him alone to lament his burning woes

In Sanaa the Houthis are fortified and reinforced
And their gangs advance more every day

10	 Oh cousin, there may soon come a day
When a turbaned Shiite rules the Arabs5

Around ʿAli ʿAbdullah Salih warriors stand guard6
Who for him count cheap their precious blood

Iran’s boats float in the midst of the sea
Their orders’ authority comes from Qom7

In lines 13-18, Hajaya reviews the Arab world’s problems: 

Putin spies on the Arabs’ dish in secret8
The dish Master Obama today devours9

2	i .e. Shaykh Muhammad ibn Rashid Al Maktum, vice president and prime minister of the UAE 
and emir of Dubai.

3	i .e. recapture the Tunb islands and Abu Musa from Iran, and Shaykh Muhammad will accept 
them as Maryam’s dowry; the marriage of paternal cousins (wilād ʿamm) in Bedouin culture 
is favored because it replicates the male line.

4	 ʿAbd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, president of Yemen since 27 February 2012 and leader of the re-
sistance to the Houthis and to ʿAli ʿAbdullah Salih in the Yemeni Civil War.

5	i .e. when Iran takes over the Arabs’ lands in Yemen or elsewhere.
6	i .e. the president of Yemen from 1990-2012.
7	t he “largest center for Shia scholarship in the world” from “Qom,” Wikipedia.
8	i n reference to the prophetic hadith that the end of times is near when the nations fall upon 

the Arabs like diners upon a dish; see also line 19 of “Brave Men Slaughtered”.
9	 “uncle” (ʿamm), or “master” in Bedouin Arabic.
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�عوم �ع��ي����ش �ب�ح��ل�م��ن�ا �ن��� رص�م�ز
 و�ح��ّن�ا �ن

م
�ه�ا �ت �م��ري م �ت�د �ا �ل���ش ��ب�ل ا

د ��ق ا �د و�ب�غ�

��لوم لم و��م�ظ� �ا ظ� ن  ة�ب��ي�
�ب�� و �ل�رع و��م�� رصا 	15

عم
� �لا �ل��ب  نوا �

��ت �ل����ف ر ا �ه�ا �ن�ا  ت��ب ��ّب��� ���ش

ّ �رم��سوم ��ط �� رتع��لى �خ�  ي�ف�ل��ي��ب��ي�ا �ح����ف
��  و

م  رّم��ت�ن�د
�ب�ح�� ة�م�ع��� ذ�  ٍّ ع��لى


وك�ل

وم
 ّرم�ح��ت  �ل���ش  ها  ي��ب� �ل��ل �رل��ب�يع ا ا ا  �ه�ذ�

م
لم����ح�ّت ر ا �م�ا �ل�د �ن�ا وا �ا � حب�ج �ل�ذ� �ب�ا

 تو��ف��لوم � �ن�ا �ا ����ص��ي�د و��م�هر�ج
 و�ح��ّن�ا ��ق

�م��م
 قو��ق

� م و�����س��ب�ا حأ��لا

ل و �ز

 ّبو��غ
و�ح��

�حوم
��ن�ن�ا �ت  ي�ف��سما �ح�ز

�� ��ط�� ريو
 و�رم�يم �ت

�ه��م
 يو�ح��ّب�ك و�ت�����ف �

ّب
�ه�ا �ح�

ّم
و�م�ا �ه��

وم
د �م��ك�ت  ن�ب�لا  ه�م�� ّ �ت���ل��ق�ا �ل�


 ال	�ب�د 20

رغم  ه�ت�� ��ي�
 ي���ف رغم و�ه �ه�ا �ي��  ٍرق���ب

�ص�
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We live on our dreams of alleged victories10
And before Syria Baghdad was destroyed

15	 The Arabs’ Egypt is either oppressing or being oppressed
As fires of strife and distress break out

In Libya Haftar walks his prescribed path11
While everyone regrets Qaddafi’s slaughter

This Spring, in which evil’s ordained
And ruin’s written, came to us full of slaughter

Yet we’re all about poetry, festivals, films,
Love, flirtation, fantasies, camel races and summits12

In lines 19-20, Hajaya tells the Yemeni poet the bitter truth: 

While Maryam flies in our sadness’ skies, know this: 
She’s not thinking about my love or yours

20	 No doubt she’ll find herself, in the land of Maktūm,13
A falcon she’ll fall for, who’ll fall for her too

10	i .e. over Israel, Iran, and the United States; the Arabs did not so much “win” the 2006 
Lebanon war, the 1980s Iran-Iraq War, the Second Iraq War, or the 1973 War, but many of 
them congratulate themselves and claim that they did.

11	 Khalifah Haftar, Libyan general and commander of the Libyan National Army in the Sec-
ond Libyan Civil War; i.e. he walks his path as prescribed by the CIA, Hajaya explains.

12	i .e. distractions that do not help the Arab Nation or advance the cause of Arab National-
ism; Hajaya explained over WhatsApp: “if you sit in any sitting in the Gulf and many Arab 
countries you don’t hear anything but talk about marriage and women. And you feel that 
those people don’t have any concerns except in the area of women and flirting with them. 
And the concerns and pains and catastrophes of the [Arab] Nation don’t occupy but a 
small area of their thought” (idhā tajlis fī ayy jalsah fī al-khalīj wa-kathīr min ad-duwal 
al-ʿarabiyyah la tasmaʿ illā al-ḥadīth ʿ an az-zawāj wa-n-nisāʾ, wa-tashʿur inna ha⁠ʾulāʾ an-nās 
laysa lahum hamm illā fī mawdūʿ an-nisāʾ wa-l-ghazal bihin, wa-humūm wa-awjāʿ al-
ummah wa-maṣāʾibhā la taḥtall illā masāḥah ṣaghīrah min tafkīrhum; 20 January 2016).

13	i .e. the United Arab Emirates.


