The Ahmadiyya Quest for Religious Progress



Muslim Minorities

Editorial Board

Jorgen S. Nielsen (University of Copenhagen)
Aminah McCloud (DePaul University, Chicago)
Jorn Thielmann (Erlangen University)

VOLUME 19

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/mumi


http://brill.com/mumi

The Ahmadiyya Quest for
Religious Progress

Missionizing Europe 1900-1965

By

Gerdien Jonker

LEIDEN | BOSTON



Cover illustration: Islam lesson in the Berlin mission house in 1935. The text on the blackboard is a line from
the Persian poet Nasir Din al-Shah: “A (good) friend will never complain about his friend.” Photograph
taken from the Album “Mosque & Friends”, pA Oettinger, courtesy Suhail Ahmad.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Jonker, Gerdien.

Title: The Ahmadiyya quest for religious progress : missionizing Europe 1900-1965 / By Gerdien Jonker.

Description: Leiden ; Boston : Brill, 2016. | Series: Muslim minorities ; v. 19 | Includes bibliographical
references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2015038970| ISBN 9789004305298 (hardback : alk. paper) | ISBN 9789004305380
(e-book)

Subjects: LCSH: Ahmadiyya--Doctrines. | Ahmadiyya--Missions--Europe. | Islam--Missions--Europe. |
Islamic renewal--Europe. | Religious awakening--Islam | Muslims--Europe.

Classification: LCC BP195.A5 J66 2016 | DDC 297.8/6--dc23

LC record available at http://lccn.loc.gov/2015038970

This publication has been typeset in the multilingual “Brill” typeface. With over 5,100 characters covering
Latin, 1PA, Greek, and Cyrillic, this typeface is especially suitable for use in the humanities. For more
information, please see www.brill.com/brill-typeface.

ISSN 1570-7571
ISBN 978-90-04-30529-8 (hardback)
ISBN 978-90-04-30538-0 (e-book)

Copyright 2016 by Koninklijke Brill Nv, Leiden, The Netherlands.

Koninklijke Brill Nv incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Hes & De Graaf, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Rodopi and
Hotei Publishing.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without prior written permission from the publisher.

Authorization to photocopy items for internal or personal use is granted by Koninklijke Brill Nv provided
that the appropriate fees are paid directly to The Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Suite
910, Danvers, MA 01923, USA.

Fees are subject to change.

This book is printed on acid-free paper.


http://lccn.loc.gov/2015038970
http://www.brill.com/brill-typeface

Contents

Acknowledgements 1x

List of Illustrations X1

List of Acronyms and Abbreviations XI1
Note on Spelling x1v

Glossary of German Terms XV

Glossary of Islamic Terms xviI

Introduction 1

The Founder and His Vision 12

11 Muslim Mission in Response to Christian Mission
12 Embodying Jesus 20

1.3 Charisma and Social Change 25

14 Positioning Oneself on the Global Stage 28

1.5 The Imprint of Education 30

1.6 Outlook on the Chapters Ahead 34

Preparing for Europe 36

2.1 Mission Approaches 37
Lahore: Establishing an Interface 37
Qadian: Conquerors on the Coast 39

2.2 Mission Structures 42
Qadian: A Matter of Obedience 43
Lahore: The Democratic Principle 46
Financial Challenges 52

2.3 From Lahore to Berlin: Four Missionaries 54
Sadr-ud-Din (1881-1981) 54
Fazlul Karim Khan Durrani (1894-1946) 55
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah (1898-1956) 57
Azeez ur-Rahman Mirza (1905-1937) 60

2.4 Between Vision and Reality 61

3 Muslim Missions in Interwar Berlin 63

31  WhyBerlin? 65

3.2 The Message of Revolution 69
The Birth of the Islamische Gemeinde zu Berlin
Winning Over the Germans 72

14

70



VI CONTENTS

The First Split 74
The Second Split 75
3.3 The Message of Non-violence 76
Ahmadiyya Qadian: ‘The Exotic Flair of Berlin is now in
Evidence’ 78
Ahmadiyya Lahore: ‘How to become a Muslim’ 81
3.4 Unity or Diversity? 85

4 Converts in Search of Religious Progress 94
41 AFragile Equilibrium 96
4.2 The Attractions of Muslim Missionaries 100
To the Islamische Gemeinde Berlin 101
To the Ahmadiyya 105
Hugo Marcus and his Quest for the ‘inner child’ 109
The Women of the Deutsch—Moslemische Gesellschaft 113
4.3 The Campaign against the Ahmadiyya 119

5 Jewsinto Muslims 126

51 Different Motives 129

5.2 The Interwar Topography Revisited 131

5.3 Parallel Life Courses 133

5.4 Four Passages from Judaism to Islam 140
From Lev Nussimbaum to Esad Bey 141
From Leopold Weiss and Elsa Schiemann-Specht
to Muhammad and Aziza Asad 142
From Hugo to Hamid Marcus 144

5.5 Limits of Religious Adaptation 145

5.6 The Jewish—Muslim Synthesis of Alexander Waldman 148

6 The Berlin Mosque Library as a Site of Religious Exchange 152
6.1 Reconstructing the Berlin Mosque Library 155
6.2 Promoting Muslim Reform in Nazi Germany 162
Pan-Islamism and Global Polity 165
The Islamic Tradition of Peacekeeping 167
Religious Progress 170
‘Hot’' Topics 176
6.3 Cosmopolitanism from the Periphery 179



CONTENTS VII

7 The Mission in Nazi Germany 182
7.1 Privileged Muslims in Nazi Berlin 186
7.2 Muslim Soldiers in German Armies 190
7.3 The Aryan Bias: The Deutsch—-Moslemische Gesellschaft
during the Rise of Nazi Power 192
7.4 A Jew among the Aryans: Hugo Marcus’s Vision 199
7.5 The Workflow between Lahore, Basel and Berlin (1939-1942) 205
7.6 The Berlin Mosque as a State Institution (1942-1945) 207
7.7 TheEnd 209

8 Reconfigurations within a Post-colonial World 212
8.1 ZeroHour 214
8.2 Picking Up the Threads in Pakistan and Western Europe 219
The Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat (AMJ) 219
The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat-I-Islam (AAII) 225
8.3 The Woking Mission in Retrospect 231

Bibliography 233
Index of Names 258
General Index 263






Acknowledgements

Like so many books, this has only been made possible with the help and sup-
port of others. Let me begin at the beginning, and thank, first of all, my col-
leagues at the Erlanger Centre for Islam and Law in Europe. When they invited
me in 2011 to research into the Ahmadiyya movement in Europe, they were not
yet aware of the many times I would use our meetings to communicate my
research finds and impatiently await their questions. Some of the wittier
moments in this book are footed in this exchange. In particular,  want to thank
my colleague Jorn Thielmann for his never tiring support in developing the
research design and willingness to read first drafts. Erlanger University pro-
vided me with a starting provision. In addition, the German Research Society
(Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft) awarded me a generous grant, which
allowed me to concentrate wholly on the task at hand.

To my delight, many people agreed to read a chapter and give me feedback.
Among them were colleagues with whom I personally exchanged ideas and
information but also scholars I only knew through their publications and
whom I contacted through the mail. I would like to offer special thanks to
Leora Auslander (University of Chicago), Gisela Bock (Technical University,
Berlin), Brigitte Depner (Georg Eckert Institute, Braunschweig), Marat
Gibatdinow (Tatar Academy of Sciences, Kazan), Dirk Hartwig (St Andrews,
Scotland), Susannah Heschel (Darthmouth College, usa), Cillie Kugelmann
(Jewish Museum, Berlin), Suzanne L. Marchand (University of Louisiana), Ali
Usman Qasmi (Lahore University of Management Sciences), and Stefan Wild
(University of Bonn). Theresa Wobbe (Potsdam University) watched the book
grow and read and commented every phase of the manuscript. Many original
insights root in this continued exchange.

I am much indebted to the anonymous reviewers who undertook to read
and comment upon the entire manuscript. The thoroughness with which they
performed this task greatly helped towards removing flaws and inconsistencies.
Thanks also go the anonymous readers of the peer-reviewed (and shorter) ver-
sions of Chapter 2 (The Journal of Muslims in Europe 3 (2014), 1-25), Chapter 3
(Entangled Religions 1 (2014), 15-58), and Chapter 4 (Bekim Agai, Umar Ryad
and Mehdi Sajid, Muslims in Interwar Europe. A Transcultural Historical
Perspective. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2015).

Alex F. Dougherty (Cambridge University) smoothed my sometimes very
Dutch formulations into elegant English and never hesitated to offer insightful
suggestions and literature. Dessirie Bohnke (Erlangen University) checked the
whole manuscript for footnote typos and bibliographic inconsistencies. Jason



X ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Cohen (Oxford Publication Services) edited the manuscript and prepared it for
publication. I express a heartfelt thanks to them all.

Last but not least, I thank my discussion partners in the two Ahmadiyya
movements who helped me to identify rare literature and back issues of the
mission journals. Especially Nasir Ahmad, eldest of the Ahmadiyya commu-
nity and keeper of the collective memory, generously showered me with mate-
rials, memories and trust in ways that often left me speechless. His help has
been of the essence for visualizing the story behind.

Berlin, October 2015



List of Illustrations

-

H oW N

© O oUW N+

=
=]

Figures

Map of the world from the Ahmadiyya mission perspective (1939) 2

Map of Europe with achieved and attempted mission posts (c. 1939) 51
Interactions between the Muslim organizations 87

The shoe incident: The bMG community gathered on the occasion of Imam
Abdullah’s leave-taking (1932) 91

‘Our Eid-ul-Fitr Festival. The DMG community gathered on the occasion of the
festival at the end of Ramadan (1929) 106

Watching the performance? The DMG community gathered to listen to Azeez
Mirza on the occasion of the festival at the end of Ramadan (1936) 124
Abdullah’s childrens’ class (1935) 180

Tables

Muslim organizations in interwar Berlin 88

The cataloguing system 156

Languages of the mosque library 158

Journals in the mosque library 159

Publications on Islamic polity 166

Publications on Islam and war 168

Books on theosophy in the mosque library 173
Books on Baha'i in the mosque library 175
Zionist books in the mosque library 176
Christian fascist books in the mosque library 178



List of Acronyms and Abbreviations

DAZ
DGI

DIG
DMG
GIG
GR
IE
IGB
11B
IR

1Z1

LA
LMC
MR
MS
NN
NSDAP

PA
POW
RR
RSHA

Archiv des Auswdrtiges Amt Berlin (Archive of the Foreign Office in Berlin)
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat-i-Islam

Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat-i-Islam Lahore

Ahmadiyya mosque archive Berlin

Us television channel

Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat

Bundesarchiv (Federal Archive Germany)

Berliner Lokal Zeitung (Berlin Local Paper)

Berliner Tageblatt (Berlin Daily)

Central-Verein deutscher Staatsbiirger jiidischen Glaubens (Central Associa-
tion of German Citizens of Jewish Faith)

Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung (German General Paper)

Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Islamkunde (German Society for the Knowledge of
Islam)

Die Islamische Gegenwart (The Islamic Presence)

Deutsch—-Moslemische Gesellschaft (German-Muslim Society)

Gesellschaft fiir Islamische Gottesverehrung e.V. (Society for Islamic Piety)
German Reichsmark

Islam Echo

Islamische Gemeinde zu Berlin (Islamic Community of Berlin)

Islam-Institut zu Berlin (Islam-Institute Berlin)

Islamic Revue

Islamic World Conference

Islamisches Zentral Institut (Islamic Central Institute)

Landesarchiv Berlin-Brandenburg (State Archive of Berlin-Brandenburg)
London Mosque Cultural Centre

Moslemische Revue

Moslem Sunrise

Anonymus

National-Sozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (National Socialist German
Democratic Workers Party)

Private archives

Prisoner of war

The Review of Religions

Reichssicherheitshauptamt (“The Central Security Office” = The War
Ministry)



LIST OF ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

ss Schutzstaffel der NSDAP (Protective Arm of the Nazi Party)
VR Vereinsregister (Register Office)
vz Vossische Zeitung (The Vossian Paper)

ZIIAD  Zentrales Islam—-Institut Deutschland (Central Islam-Institute Germany)

XIII



Note on Spelling

The Ahmadiyya publications that were consulted for this book employed Urdu
spellings that were not uniform. In the 1920s and 1930s especially, with a
view to the task at hand to missionize among the Europeans, it seems to have
been a rule of thumb to avoid spellings that were foreign to the European eye.
In line with this, Urdu proper names and religious terms of Arabic origin
were rendered in Turkish and other spellings that were often grammatically
incorrect.

On the pages of this book, this original spelling practice has been respected
as much as possible, not the least because it beautifully illustrates the mission
intention of getting as close as possible to the mission object. Nonetheless,
wherever the Ahmadiyya writers produced inconsistencies among themselves,
we settled upon the most frequently used spelling, for instance Ahmadiyya
(not: Ahmadiyye), and Mevlana (not: Mawlana), — except of course when
spelled differently in quotations and titles.

The same goes for the spelling of Urdu names. Wherever we encountered
different spellings of the same name (i.e. Sadr Uddin, Sadr Ud-din and Sadr-ud-
din), we settled upon the one that occurred most often (Sadr-ud-din).

In the “Glossary of Islamic Terms” correct spellings have been added in
brackets according to the valid academic convention wherever necessary. But
in the body of the text we refrained from doing so in order not to disrupt the
flow.



Glossary of German Terms

Aliyah
Bruderhof

Christliches Abendland
Das tausendjihrige Reich
Der Blaue Reiter
Deutschheit
Doppelgdnger

Fliegenglas

Fremdstdmmigenkartei
Gemeinde

Gestalt Therapie
Generation 1902
Gesellschaft

Heil Hitler

Kaiserreich

Kulturtrager

Lebensreform

Lichtbringer

“Ascent”: German Zionist Youth Movement

“Brother farm”: A Christian youth movement of the 1920s
that wanted to re-enact the Sermon on the Mount
“Christian Occident”: an ideological term used for border
making between “Europe” and its Muslim neighbours
“The thousand-year reign”: the Nazi conception of the
long-livety of their government

“The Blue Rider”: the famous exhibition, in Munich in
1911, of expressionist painters

“German-ness”: a variety of approaches to being German,
modern and anti-modern visions included

“Twin brother”: The curious alliance between Nazism and
Modernity

“Fly glass”: a glass with a small opening, filled with vinegar
to catch mosquitos. Philosophical term, introduced by
Ludwig von Wittgenstein to express the phenomenon of
thought blanks

“Index of persons of alien race” or “Jew index”: The
infamous Nazi file in which Jewish genealogies as far back
as 1665 were collected

“Community”: short for the Islamic Community Berlin
“Gestalt’ therapy”: An experiental form of psychoanalysis
footing in a person’s ability to take personal responsibility
“The generation born in 1902”: The age group that was
despised for being born too late to experience the
trenches of ww1

“Society”: short for The German-Muslim Society

“Hail Hitler”: The official greeting in Nazi Germany

The period of the German Empire 1871-1918

“Upholders of Culture”: Germans who were thought to
incorporate German culture

“Life Reform”: German youth movement around 1900 that
experimented with modern life styles; Lebensreformer:
followers of the Lebensreform movement

“Carriers of Light”: spiritual concept of the Lebensreform

movement



Leitstellen

Mensch

Muselgermane
Mysterium Tremendum
Reichsmark

Stunde Null

Ur-

Wandervigel
“Wehr Dich!”

Wehrmacht

GLOSSARY OF GERMAN TERMS

“Central Offices”: Nazi units, which organized the inclusion
of Muslim prisoners of war into the Wehrmacht and ss
“Man”; Der neue Mensch: “New Man” — a topic of specula-
tion in the interwar period; Ubermensch: man rising above
himself (Nietzschian term); Untermensch: racial inferior
man (Nazi term)

“Muslim-German”: an upgrading term for Muslim soldiers
in German armies

“The mystery that causes fear and trembling”: The book by
Scholar of Religion Rudolf Otto that offered an expression
of contemporary religious sentiment

German Mark in the interwar period

“Zero hour”: German term indicating a fresh start

after 1945

German concept that pre-supposes an original state.
Ur-Gemeinde: The original (mythical) community;
Ur-Heimat: the original (mythical) home country
“Wandering birds”: German hiking movement in the
romantic tradition, and part of the Lebensreform concept
“Defend Yourself”: Motto of the Central Association of
German Citizens of Jewish Faith to fight anti-Semitism
The German regular army during the Nazi Reign



Glossary of Islamic Terms

Anjuman Taraqqi-i-Islam
Baiat (Ar. bai‘a)

Dajjal (Ar. dajjal)

Da'wa (Ar. da‘wa)
Fatiha (Ar. fatiha)

Hadith + Sahih

(Ar. hadith; Ar. sahih,
“sound”, a qualification for
a most trustworthy hadith)
Eid-ul-Adha (Ar. id al-adha)
Eid-ul-Fitr (Ar. “id al-fitr)

Iftar (Av. iftar)

Ishaat-i-Islam
Jamia Millia Islamia
Jihad (Ar. jihad)

Kafir (Ar. kafir)
Kismet (Ar. gisma)
Khalif (Ar. khalifa)

Medrese (Ar. madrasa)
Minnaratul Masih

(Ar. manarat al-masih)
Muhaddath (Ar. muhaddath)
Mujaddid (Ar. mujaddid)

“Society for the advancement of Islam”

“Pledge”: an oath given to a religious leader; Sufi
terminology

“The Anti-Christ”, a concept deriving from Islamic
eschatology; term to designate Europe

Muslim duty to strengthen other Muslims in their faith
Opening verse of the Quran, also used in the rite of
conversion to Islam

Oral traditions of the Prophet of Islam

Muslim festival of the sacrifice

Muslim festival at the end of Ramadan, the fasting
month

“Breaking fast”: Meal after sundown during the month
of Ramadan

Highschool for the training of Muslim missionaries
Muslim National University near Delhi

(For Ahmadiyya and other peace traditions in Islam):
To propagate Islam, not by force but by appeal to
intellect and rationality; refining the inner self

(For Muslim revolutionaries and Nazis): Legitimized
violence in the name of Islam

Muslim unbeliever; Kufr: “State of unbelieving”
Islamic concept of fate

Head of the Muslim community in the Ottoman
Empire; Khalifate: The institution of the Khalif;
Khilafate Movement: Movement which strove to unite
Muslims around the world under the leadership of the
Ottoman Khalif

Muslim highschool

“The minaret of the Messiah”, concept

deriving from Islamic eschatology

A person through whom God chooses to speak

“The Reformer of the Age”, Islamic concept of regular

returning reform



XVIII
Sadr Anjuman

Sharia (Ar. shari‘a)

Shura (Ar. shira)

Sirat al-Nabiy (Ar. sirat al-nabiy)
Tabligh (Ar. tabligh)

Ta’lim (Ar. talim)

Tehrik-e-Jadid

Takrim (Ar. takrim)

Taqdir (Ar. taqdir)

Tefsir (Ar. tafsir)

Ulema (Ar. ‘ulama’)

Wahy (Ar. wahy)

Wagqf (Ar. waqf)

Zilli Nabi (Urdu, Zill-i Nabi)

GLOSSARY OF ISLAMIC TERMS

Organisation dedicated to the propagation of
Islam

Islamic Law; Sharia court: Court that applies
Islamic Law while regulating questions of religion
and daily life

Islamic council

Biographies of the Prophet of Islam

Spreading Islamic knowledge through lectures
Learning about Islam

“The New Mission Scheme”, a form of money
collecting within the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat
Sociable gatherings in the religious realm
Islamic concept of subjection before God

Quran commentaries

The Muslim scholarly elite”

“Divine revelation”

“Islamic endownment”

“Shadow of the Prophet”
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