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as a source of eschatological traditions 
78–9, 89, 98, 195–6

as a source of exegetical materials 1, 64, 
106, 113–14, 165, 204

as a source of legal materials 68–9, 79, 
83, 84, 85, 95, 98, 189–93, 209, 210–11, 
214, 218, 230–2, 244, 266

as a source of merit-of-sūra traditions  
201–2, 248ff

as a source of narrative 67–8, 84, 90, 
184–5

as a source of periphrastic exegesis 76, 
78, 83, 84, 89, 95, 208

as a source of pietistic traditions 98, 128, 
221ff

as a source of quranic readings 79, 84, 
94, 96, 98, 134, 142–3, 175, 178, 179, 183, 
197–8

as a source of theological traditions  
85–6, 90, 99, 125, 142–4, 148, 181, 182–4

as a source of theo-political traditions  
83, 86–7, 186–9

as a speaker of pure Arabic 92–3
codex of 133, 198, 252   

ʿĀʾisha bt. Saʿd b. Mālik 101, 103
Akhfash al-Awsaṭ (d. 215/830)

maʿānī l-Qurʾān work of 90, 96
historical influence of 91
use of materials credited to women  

96–7
Albānī, Muḥammad Nāṣir al-Dīn (d. 1999 CE)

282
ʿAlī b. Abī Ṭālib (d. 40/660) 87, 92, 128–9, 

186, 187, 217, 226, 234, 259n46, 261
Amma Sarah 145
ʿAmra bt. ʿAbd al-Raḥmān (d. 103/721) 68,

82, 153, 172, 174, 176, 179, 180n104, 201
anal intercourse 50–1, 235–9
apocalyptic traditions 81, 90, 99, 103, 173,

195–6
Apophthegmata partum 120, 145
ʿaql 39, 43–4, 122
asceticism 160, 164
ascetics, female 55–6, 100, 120, 145, 154, 

180
ʿAshūrāʾ see fasting

ʿAbd al-Raḥmān b. Abī Bakr (d. ca. 53/672) 
85, 87, 178

ʿAbd al-Razzāq al-Ṣanʿānī (d. 211/826)
tafsīr work of 74, 75, 80–1, 128–9
use of materials credited to women  

81–8, 124, 134, 153
ʿAbdallāh b. ʿAbd al-Raḥmān b. Abī Bakr 85
Abraham 3, 13, 218
Abū l-ʿĀliya (d. 90/708–9) 82, 155
Abū l-Dardāʾ (d. 32/652) 99–100, 153, 172,

226
Abū Bakr (d. 12/634) 83–4, 86, 87, 125, 129, 

147, 177, 186, 187, 214, 217
Abū Ḥanīfa (d. 150/767) 44
Abū Ḥayyān al-Gharnāṭī (d. 745/1344)

and gender 52
Quran commentary of 116n21, 217n29
use of materials credited to women 263

Abū Hurayra (d. 58/678) 122n43, 149n161,
176, 226, 264

Abū ʿUbayda (d. 210/825)
his Majāz al-Qurʾān 90, 91
historical influence of 21, 91, 168, 243
use of materials credited to women  

91–3, 106
adab literature 25n103, 144n142
Adam 39–41
Ādam b. Abī Iyās (d. 220/835) 74, 88, 89
adjacent interpretation 13, 260
“affair of the slander” see ʿĀʾisha bt. Abī Bakr, 

accusation against
aḥkām al-Qurʾān, genre of 24
ahl al-bayt 60n141, 85, 87, 187–8, 217n30, 255
ʿĀʾisha al-Bāʿūniyya (d. 922/1516) 273, 283
ʿĀʾisha bt. Abī Bakr (d. 58/678) 3n8, 

accusation against 77, 86, 94, 104, 127, 
128–30, 177–9, 250–1

and female literacy 202, 248–51, 252
and hermeneutics 123–4, 163, 182
and poetry 126–7, 130
and political authority 55–9
apartment of 132, 226, 250
as a foil 152, 222–4
as a prominent source of ḥadīths 62, 81, 

88, 98, 105, 131–2, 169, 173, 175, 176–9, 
188, 205–6, 256–7, 276

“Al-” has been omitted from the beginning of entries. Where possible, I have provided death 
dates for pre-twentieth century CE historical figures, with the exception of a number of 
Companions and Successors whose death dates are debated or unknown. I have followed the 
Hijrī/Common Era dating format, omitting hijrī dates after 1700 CE.
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Asmāʾ bt. ʿAbd al-Raḥmān b. Abī Bakr 82, 
85, 147

Asmāʾ bt. Abī Bakr (d. 73/692) 76n34, 99, 
103, 175, 185, 230–1

Asmāʾ bt. ʿUmays 92–3
Asmāʾ bt. Yazīd 94, 135–6, 172, 175, 193, 197
Asmāʾu daughter of Shehu Usman dan Fodio 

(d. 1865 CE) 272–4
Assmann, Jan 15, 248
āthār-based exegetical works 74–5
ʿĀtika bt. Zayd 97
ʿAyyāshī (d. 320/932) 24n101, 200

Baghawī (d. 516/1122)
Quran commentary of 11, 12, 20, 219
use of materials credited to women 10, 

12, 227, 253, 261, 277
baraka 268, 271
Barazangi, Nimat Hafez 284n9, 287–8
Battle of the Camel 56–9, 62n150, 77, 86, 87, 

165, 215n23, 244
Battle of al-Qādisiyya 117
bayʿa (oath of allegiance) 84, 90, 104, 116,

127, 172, 193
Bayḍāwī (d. 791/1388) 11, 277n
beards 45
beggar on horseback tradition, the 260, 262
Beruriah 119, 145
biographical dictionaries

as historical sources 6
Biqāʿī (d. 885/1480) 228
Brown, Jonathan 163, 174, 282
Bukhārī (d. 256/870) 171, 172, 199–200, 204

and exegesis 162–3
and the ṣaḥīḥ movement 163, 174–5, 277
tafsīr chapter of 167–9, 177–8, 180, 182–3, 

186, 188–93, 197, 200–1, 203, 205
Butler, Judith 16, 25 

Calder, Norman 2, 8–9, 10, 121n40
captives, female 32, 38, 231
charity (ṣadaqa) 85, 87, 153, 196, 260
claim over wealth tradition, the 258–9, 260,

262
close relative tradition, the 259, 260, 261–2
Companions, the

Sunni views of 59, 113, 187, 196, 266 
concubines see slaves, female
conflict arbitration traditions 141n131, 192,

279
controversy traditions 82, 86, 108, 141, 142–4, 

279
cultural labour 6, 15

daughter of Saʿīd 264–5
divorce (talāq) 43, 45, 46, 47, 68–9, 83, 

145–6, 191, 232

doubly rewarded tradition, the 259, 261
dually signifying figures 100–1, 105, 153

elegy (marthiyya) 911, 112, 115–16, 117
eloquence 47–53, 115, 144
eunuchs 45n67, 231
Eve (Ḥawwāʾ) 39–41
exegetical gazes

construction of  208–11, 215, 246–7, 
273–4, 278–9

See also primary exegetical gaze; 
secondary exegetical gaze

exceptional women 255–6, 264–5, 279, 280

faḍāʾil al-Qurʾān works 136, 138, 268, 270–1
Farrāʾ (d. 207/822)

historical influence of 91
maʿānī l-Qurʾān work of 90, 93, 224, 243
use of materials credited to women  

93–6, 104, 110–11, 113
fasting 84, 134, 159, 189–90, 226
Fāṭima daughter of Muḥammad 86, 87, 187,

214
Fāṭima al-Naysābūriyya (d. 223/838) 180
Fāṭima al-Sahmiyya 78
Fāṭima bt. al-Ḥusayn 259–60, 261
Fāṭima bt. Muḥammad b. al-Munajjā 270
Fāṭima bt. Qays 

and charitable giving 258–9, 260–1
the Ḥadīth of 83, 88, 132, 145–7, 149

Fāṭima bt. ʿUtba b. Rabīʿa 175, 193
fitna  147
fixed-term (mutʿa) marriage 192, 232–5
Foucault, Michel 212, 215
framing 5–6, 118, 124, 210
Furayʿa bt. Mālik b. Sinān 174, 192

Galen 35–6
gecko tradition, the 2–15, 17
gender

and biology 16, 32 
and exegetical authority 25, 41, 53, 62, 

63–5, 107–8, 111, 113–14, 120, 141ff, 216, 
247, 265, 273–4, 280, 286–7

and Greek medical theories 35–6, 44, 45
and hierarchy 42–53, 245–6
and myth 39–41
and religious authority 43, 46, 208–9, 

228
and violence 42–3, 242–5
as a social construct 16–17, 25, 30–53, 

63–4, 237, 254–5, 275, 280
in the study of the tafsir genre 15–16,  

275
in late antiquity 119–20, 144–5, 166n25, 

250, 281
performance of 37–8, 42–3, 231, 235–9
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gender categories
hierarchical arrangement of 37–38, 

39–53, 245–6, 255, 265
historicisation of 31–33, 275, 281
internal fractures of 36, 46

Ghaylān’s daughter tradition, the 30–38, 231
Gilliot, Claude 1, 7n31
goddesses 48–9
Gog and Magog 81, 103, 128, 173, 195
Goldziher, Ignaz 5n20 
Günther, Sebastian 6n24, 6n27 

Ḥabība daughter of Umm Ḥabība 173
Ḥabība bt. Shurayq 175
ḥadīth abridgments 204–6
ḥadīth commentary (sharḥ) 204–5, 281–2
ḥadīth movement, the 109, 122
ḥadīth transmission
ḥadīth transmitters, female

decline of 122–3, 156, 166
reemergence of 206, 268

ḥadīth-based exegesis 202–4, 284
and gender 266–7, 271, 278

Ḥafṣ (d. 180/796) 49n83, 79, 94n160, 94n161,
183

Ḥafṣa bt. ʿAbd al-Raḥmān b. Abī Bakr 82, 85, 
172, 237

Ḥafṣa bt. Sīrīn (d. 101/719) 82, 153, 154–5, 169, 
180, 259

Ḥafṣa bt. ʿUmar bt. al-Khaṭṭāb (d. 45/665) 
92–3, 131, 134, 162n13, 172, 184, 214

codex of 133, 198, 252
literacy of 252

Ḥajj 101, 189–91, 194, 243, 244 
Ḥākim al-Naysābūrī, Ibn Bayyiʿ (d. 405/1014) 

204 
tafsīr chapter of 174–6, 179, 183–5, 186–7, 

192–4, 195–6, 199–202, 203, 277
Ḥassān b. Thābit 77, 126, 130, 142, 178
heterotopia 212, 215
hierarchization traditions 63, 76, 77, 79, 83, 

7–8, 108, 120, 122, 141–2, 144ff, 178, 183, 
190, 279

hijra 187, 240, 241, 243–4
ḥikma 60–1
Hind bt. Abī Umayya b. Mughīra see Umm 

Salama
Hind bt. al-Nuʿmān b. Bashīr 92
Hīt 31
Hūd b. Muḥakkam (third/ninth cent.)

Quran commentary of  8, 97, 107, 108, 
125, 244

use of materials credited to women 211, 
227, 244

Ḥumaydī (d. 219/834) 131
Hypocrites, the 124, 129, 223, 241

ʿIbāḍī exegesis see Hūd b. Muḥakkam
Ibn ʿAbbās, ʿAbdallāh (d. 67/686–7)

and ʿĀʾisha bt. Abī Bakr 85, 86, 87, 89, 98, 
147–9, 150, 152, 158–9, 165, 183

and poetry 127
as a source of exegetical materials 96, 

98, 102, 107, 167, 201, 225, 232, 234–5, 
264

as the “father of tafsīr” 69, 152
Ibn Abī Ḥātim (d. 327/938)

interpretive methodology of 11–12, 22–3, 
203–4, 266, 278

Quran commentary of  11, 41, 22n23, 23
use of materials credited to women 9, 11, 

30, 108–9, 182, 204, 266–7, 286
Ibn Abī Zamanīn (d. 399/1008)

Quran commentary of  8, 58, 97, 108,  
244

use of materials credited to women 108
Ibn al-ʿArabī, Abū Bakr (d. 543/1148)

aḥkām al-Qurʾān work of  24, 45, 63n153
use of materials credited to 

women 62–3, 261
Ibn al-Jawzī (d. 597/1201)

Quran commentary of  11n52, 19
use of materials credited to women 253, 

263–5
Ibn al-Jazarī (d. 833/1429) 153
Ibn al-Mundhir (d. ca. 318/930)

Quran commentary of  21, 242, 257
use of materials credited to women 71, 

72, 108, 116, 182, 243, 276
Ibn ʿAṭiyya (d. 546/1151)

Quran commentary of 19, 20, 204
use of materials credited to women 261, 

263, 277
Ibn Bayyiʿ see Ḥākim al-Naysābūrī
Ibn Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalānī (d. 852/1449) 205, 

281
Ibn Ḥanbal (d. 241/855) 136, 162, 163, 203
Ibn Kathīr (d. 774/1372)

and gender 278
and hermeneutics 8–9, 11–12, 19, 23, 278
Quran commentary of 11, 19, 284
use of materials credited to women 10, 

12, 267, 286
Ibn Khayrūn, Abū l-Faḍl Aḥmad (d. 488/1095) 

270
Ibn Māja (d. 273/887) 15, 151, 160, 203, 261
Ibn Mardawayh (d. 410/1019) 12, 205, 253
Ibn Masʿūd, ʿAbdallāh (d. 32/652/3) 49, 94, 

96, 107, 137, 138, 200, 207
Ibn Taymiyya (d. 728/1328) 11, 21, 162, 203, 

267, 284
Ibn ʿUmar, ʿAbdallāh (d. 73/692) 102, 236–7
Ibn Umm Maktūm  145–6, 185



314 General Index

Ibn Wahb, ʿAbdallāh (d. 197/813)
tafsīr work credited t0 48, 74, 77
use of materials credited to 

women 78–9, 123–24, 134, 142–4, 224
ʿidda 83, 145–6, 165n, 192
ijāzas 248–9, 268–9
inheritance 82, 85, 87, 147–8, 191, 242, 245,

264
intentionality, spectrum of 114–15, 279–80
interpretive intentionality

and gender 278–9
in early tafsīr texts 26–27, 66–9, 73, 113ff, 

130, 132ff
in medieval tafsīr works 265–6

Ishbīlī, ʿAbd al-Ḥaqq (d. 582/1186) 206
isnads

and women on tafsīr’s margins 267ff
as literary devices 6
elevation of 268
historicity of 5
in tafsīr texts 71, 257–8

jewellery 47, 48, 50, 51, 52, 230
Jesus 83, 105
Jasra bt. Dajāja al-ʿĀmiriyya 174
Jaṣṣāṣ (d. 370/980)

aḥkām al-Qurʾān work of  24, 61
use of materials credited to women 30, 

61, 260–1
jihād 44, 242–5, 264
Joseph 184, 185, 254

Kaʿb b. al-Aḥbār (d. ca. 32/653) 86, 148
Kaʿba, the 93, 99, 189, 201
kāhins 86
Kalbī, Muḥammad b. al-Sāʾib (d. 146/763) 

98, 102, 171
Kāmila bt. Aḥmad b. al-Ḥasan b. Khayrūn 

270
Karīma bt. Aḥmad al-Marwaziyya  

(d. 463/1070) 268n79
Kāshānī, Muḥsin Fayḍ (d. 1089/1697) 24n101, 

253, 255
khabar al-wāḥid see singleton traditions
Khansāʾ, Tumāḍir bt. ʿAmr b. al-Sharīd 91–2,

96, 116–17
Khārijīs 124

and gender roles 244–5
Khaṭīb al-Sharbīnī (d. 977/1569) 253
Khāzin (d. 725/1324)

Quran commentary of 12, 20
use of materials credited to women 253, 

261
Khirniq bt. Badr b. Hiffān 91, 95, 97, 103, 110, 

112, 113

Leemhuis, Fred 75
literacy

and men 44, 122
and women 43–44, 122, 202, 248ff

lizard 151
Lot 185, 238–9
Lubāba the Elder see Umm al-Faḍl

mahr 42, 43n52, 264
Mālik b. Anas (d. 179/795) 97, 101, 121, 131,

140, 194, 236–7, 261
Malti-Douglas, Fedwa 216n25
Maʿmar b. Rāshid (d. 153/770) 80, 81, 86, 105,

121, 148–9, 167
margins of tafsir 29, 157, 204–6, 249–50,

267ff, 282
marriage 42–3, 45, 84, 104, 116, 127, 191, 192,

232ff, 269
Marwān b. al-Ḥakam (d. 65/685) 146, 149,

178
Māriya the Copt 178
masculinity

and eloquence 50, 52–3
and exegetical authority 41, 47, 64, 

107–8, 111, 150, 152, 155, 208, 209–10, 216, 
247, 254, 273, 275–6, 280, 286–7

and ḥadīth transmission 122–3, 156
and hermeneutics 111–4, 163
and sexual dominance 38, 50, 64, 235, 

235–8
construction of 44–53, 63–4, 231, 245

Masrūq b. Ajdaʿ (d. 63/682) 55, 77, 86, 130, 
142, 143, 148, 222

Māturīdī (d. 333/944)
Quran commentary of  10, 21–2, 223, 

227–8, 245
use of materials credited to 

women 30–1, 71, 72, 108, 179, 230–1, 
233, 256, 276

Māwardī (d. 450/1058)
Quran commentary of 19
use of materials credited to women 260, 

277
mawlāt al-Fākih b. al-Mughīra 3–4, 14–15
Maymūna bt. al-Ḥārith 131n79, 259
men

and adornment 51–2
and authority in marriage 42–7, 235
and ritual leadership 44, 46
and ritualized violence 43
as witnesses 45, 46n68
intellectual capacity of 44, 47, 63, 122,
ontological superiority of 43–53, 63,  

150
menstruation 120n37, 139, 230, 235
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merit-of-sūra traditions
in ḥadīth collections 199–202, 252–3
in Quran commentaries 200, 248, 251, 

253–4, 256
in other works 251, 272

merits of the Qurʾān, chapters on 199–200
Mernissi, Fatima 147n154, 284n12, 287
Mothers of the Believers, the

in the Quran 54, 213
title of 54–58, 64, 213

Motzki, Harald 5
mourning practices 116, 193
Muʿādha al-ʿAdawiyya 169, 180, 188
Muʿāwiya (d. 60/680) 129, 215
Muḥammad 

and poetry 85–6, 125
as a model of ritual action 159, 197, 

200–1, 221–2
as father to the believers 59
character of 84, 158–9, 197, 222ff
house-mosque of 57, 229
relics of 134, 135–6
revelations of 60, 61, 85, 144, 182–3
see also “seal of the prophets”; sunna

Mujāhid b. Jabr (d. 104/722)
and gender 48, 49
exegesis attributed to 98, 102, 167, 177, 

194, 225, 232, 242, 264
tafsīr work credited to 74, 75, 88–90, 104, 

270
mukhannath 30–38, 85, 231
Mundhirī, ʿAbd al-ʿAẓīm (d. 656/1258) 

205–6, 282
Muqātil b. Sulaymān (d. 150/767)

and gender 42, 48, 66–7, 106
tafsīr work credited to 66, 71, 223, 224, 

242
Muslim b. al-Ḥajjāj (d. 261/875) 204

and the ṣaḥīḥ movement 163, 169, 
174–5

the afterlife of “his” tafsīr chapter 170, 
205–6, 281–2

the tafsīr chapter in his Ṣaḥīḥ 169–70
Muʿtazilī exegesis 40, 166    
mutʿa marriage see fixed-term marriage
muwāfaqāt ʿUmar see ʿUmar b. al-Khaṭṭāb
myth 13, 39–41

Najmabadi, Afsaneh 6n26, 15, 16n71
Naḥḥās (d. 338/949) 23–24, 72, 91, 225
Nasāʾī (d. 303/915–16) 160, 199–200, 204

tafsīr chapter of 172–4, 178–9, 183, 
188–94, 196, 197–8, 200–1, 203, 277

Nawawī (d. 676/1277) 170, 205
Noah 135

Nöldeke, Theodor 1
Nusayba al-Anṣāriyya see Umm ʿAṭiyya
Nusayba bt. Kaʿb see Umm ʿUmāra

oaths 83, 84, 95, 127, 191, 266
obscuras 14, 78, 153
orphans 84, 116, 191

performative utterances 46–7
periphrastic exegesis 49, 71, 74, 76, 77–8, 83,

89, 95, 98, 102, 167–8, 184
pietistic ḥadīths 83–4, 154–5, 197
pietistic interpretation 220ff
poetry

citation in exegetical works 70, 71, 90, 
91–2, 93–4, 96, 107, 110–11, 115–17, 126

controversies about 91, 125–7
transmission of 119
see also Muḥammad and poetry

poets
female 91–2, 94, 96–7, 103, 110, 112, 117,  

119
pre-Islamic 91, 93–4, 95, 97, 103, 107, 110, 

112, 115
prophets

and doubt 79, 143, 183, 184
ʿiṣma of 135, 143

primary exegetical gaze, the 28, 208, 210,
215–6, 247, 274, 278–9 

purity laws see menstruation; ritual purity; 
tayammum

Qāḍī ʿIyād (d. 544/1149) 170, 205
Qaradāwī, Yūsuf 285–6
qirāʾāt

attributed to women 132–3, 134–7, 175, 
263

in ḥadīth collections 175, 197–9
in Quran commentaries 232–3, 263

qiṣāṣ 42, 43, 45
Qummī (d. 307/919) 24n101, 72
Quran, the

and gendered language 239–46
devotional recitation of 138, 154, 199
gendered access to 254–5, 280
grammatical errors in 112–13
protective powers of 138–9, 272
recitation of 137, 199–202
vocalization of 154
see also qirāʾāt

Quran commentaries
encyclopedic 9
in digital form 283–4
madrasa-style 10, 23

Quran reciters, female 153–5
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Qurʾan-as-process, the  67, 217
quranic recitation (qirāʾa) 153–4

and interpretive authority 199, 202
Qurṭubī, Abū l-ʿAbbās (d. 656/1258) 205
Qurṭubī, Muḥammad b. Aḥmad (d. 671/1272)

Quran commentary of 10, 19, 20, 21, 
43n53, 204

use of materials credited to women 253, 
261

Rabāb bt. Ṣulayʿ see Umm al-Rāʾiḥ
Ramaḍān see fasting
rāwī 119
Rāzī, Fakhr al-Dīn (d. 604/1207)

Quran commentary of 277n
and gender 40n41, 52 

relics see Muḥammad, relics of
rewarded doubly tradition, the 259, 261–2
ribā 191
riḥla 122, 268
ritual purity

and the quranic text 138–40, 157
in late antique texts 119, 120n37
see also menstruation; tayammum

riwāya 122
Rubin, Uri 5

Saʿd b. Hishām b. ʿĀmir al-Anṣārī 158–9,
164–6, 224–5

ṣadaqa see charity
Ṣafiyya bt. Shayba 82, 85, 169, 174, 192, 251
Sāʾiba 3
Saʿīd b. al-Musayyab (d. 94/713) 129, 146–7, 

207–8, 264–5
Sakan b. Abī Karīma, mother of 78
Saleh, Walid 9, 10, 13
Samarqandī (d. 375/985)

and gender 44, 231n81
Quran commentary of  11, 23, 91, 200, 

223, 251, 263
use of materials credited to women 10, 

108, 221, 256, 277
same-sex sexual acts 50–1, 84, 239
Sawda bt. Zamʿa 131n79, 175, 195, 218, 288
saʿy 190–1, 194
Sayeed, Asma 122, 132, 136, 149, 166, 268
Schacht, Joseph 5
Schoeler, Gregor 5n20, 7
scopic regime 216
scribal errors

in ḥadīths 3–4, 15
in Quran commentaries 76n32, 211, 263
in the Quran 95–6, 110–12, 113, 163

“seal of the prophets”  95, 99, 104, 117–18
seclusion, female 33, 37, 209, 216, 229–30, 

250–1, 269

secondary exegetical gaze 28, 209–10, 220ff,
247, 279

sexual positions 85, 236, 237–8
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