
Introduction

It is some years now since the first volume on aq­
uatic adephago us Co leoptera in this series was
publi shed (Hol me n 1987a ). It dealt with the four
sma ller families Gyrinidae, Halip lidae, Hygrobi i­
dae and No teri dae . T his second volume is devote d
to the large family Dytiscidae, which is rep resent­
ed by 157 spec ies in Denmark, Fe nnoscandia and
the Balt ic sta tes.

In orde r to facili ta te ide ntificatio n, most of the
keys have been writt en specifically for the taxa
found in this region . For example, the keys to gen­
era include only those gen era known to occur in

th e region under study, and the key cha racte rs may
not apply to species fro m ot he r reg ions. O n the
ot he r hand , the diagnoses given for ge ne ra and
highe r taxa are based on the world faun a. Species
ide ntifica tion is always difficult in the Dytiscidae,
and we recommend that the reader sho uld always
read carefully both the alte rna tives given at each
stage in th e dichotom ous keys.

No keys have bee n provided for the immature
stages. It is hoped that dytiscid larvae will be dealt
with in a future volume in thi s series .
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