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PREFACE

The new synagogue excavations in the last decades, together with the lively debates on the theme,
have brought to light a large body of new material on ancient synagogues, which now allows for a
comprehensive treatment of the art and archaeology of this important institution. The compilation
of this recently excavated material, and especially the latest results, together with previous materials,
current research, and studies on this specific subject, is now ripe for presentation.

This book emphasizes various aspects of synagogue archaeology and art which are dealt with in
detail, including some particularly neglected aspects of the field (such as coins, women, inscrip-
tions, etc.).

The discussion takes the form of a general comparison, divided according to topics such as archi-
tecture, art, Jewish symbols, biblical narrative tales, and other specific subjects, which together create
what I hope is a conclusive case for the existence of a distinctive Jewish synagogue architecture and
art during the Second Temple and Late Antiquity periods.

Special reports on two excavations I was personally involved in are presented at some length:
Qasrin in Chapter III and the Supplement at the end of the book, which is devoted to the final report
of the excavations at Qazion.

A deeper understanding of the artistic Jewish heritage left us by our ancestors can help to pen-
etrate the mists of time separating us from those periods.

I should like to mention my indebtedness and special gratitude to Liel Almog, my English editor,
for her thorough and diligent work.

My sincere thanks are due to the following institutions and individuals who allowed me to pub-
lish and the use of their photographs and drawings: to the Israel Antiquities Authority, Jerusalem,
for permission to publish many of the photographs from excavations. To Arieh Rochman-Halperin,
Sylvia Krapiwko and Yael Barschak of the Israel Antiquities Authority Archive for their help and
assistance. Thanks are due to the Israel Museum for permission to publish two illustrations from
their collection.

I should like to acknowledge my gratitude and thanks to Prof. Assimakopoulou-Atzaka at the Byz-
antine Research Centre in Thessaloniki, and to Anastasia Pliota, a postgraduate PhD student in the
University of Athens for presenting me with the data, bibliography and photos of Greek mosaics at
Astypalaea and the villa at Aiolou St., Thessaloniki. Thanks are due to the Klau Library, Cincinnati.
Hebrew Union College—]Jewish Institute of Religion for permission to publish a manuscript photo.
Thanks are due to the Studium Biblicum Franciscanum Archive, Jerusalem for permission to use the
photographs of the mosaics of Jordan.

My sincere thanks are due to my colleagues and friends who granted me permission to use their
illustrations: To Prof. E. Meyers for permission to use various illustrations and plans from the exca-
vations at H. Shem‘a, Gush Halav, and Nabratein. To Prof. Jodi Magness for permission to use the
photographs of the recently excavated synagogue at Huqoq. To Prof. Zeev Weiss and the Sepphoris
Expedition of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem for permission to use the plan and various photo-
graphs of Sepphoris mosaics. To Ilana Gonen and Yeshu Dray for permission to publish photographs
and the plan of their recent excavations at Umm el-Qanatir. To Dr. Uzi Leibner of the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem for permission to use the plan and photographs of mosaic pavements at the
Wadi Hamam synagogue. To Prof. Shimeon Dar for permission to use the plan and reconstruction of
the synagogue at Sumaqa and the lintel from Ragit.
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