Hibat Allah ibn al-Tilmidh

DATE OF BIRTH 1071
PLACE OF BIRTH Baghdad
DATE OF DEATH 1165 (Or 1154)
PLACE OF DEATH Unknown

BIOGRAPHY

Hibat Allah ibn al-Tilmidh was a renowned physician, working at
the prestigious ‘Adudiyya hospital. His medical activities are elabo-
rately recorded by Ibn Abi Usaybi‘a and al-Qifti. He was an influential
member of the (‘Nestorian’) Church of the East, as appears from his
presence at the patriarchal consecration of Elias II (q.v.), recorded in
the patriarchal lists of the Kitab al-majdal (“The tower’) and the Asfar
al-asrar (“The books of secrets’). He is also the author of an important
theological work (see below).
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WORKS ON CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RELATIONS

Risala fi ithbat ‘aqa’id al-din al-Masihi, Luma’
‘ajib (sic) min al-umiir al-shar‘iyya wa-nukat
ghariba min al-milal al-diniyya, ‘Demonstration
of the beliefs of the Christian religion’

DATE 12" century
ORIGINAL LANGUAGE  Arabic

DESCRIPTION

This (for the greater part) unedited work deals with various gen-
eral theological subjects, which can no longer be specified. Cheikho
(Chresthomathie, pp. 282-83) published an extract from one chapter
on the abrogation of the Mosaic law, the law of justice, as opposed to
the final and universal character of the law of Christ, the law of per-
fection. Though this argument seems to be primarily addressed to the
Jews, it is also a common theme in Christian apologetic texts intended
for Muslims (cf. Landron, Chrétiens et musulmans, pp. 155-58), and pos-
sibly reflects the Islamic discussion about abrogation of revealed texts
(nasikh-mansiukh). That the author had Muslim readers in mind also
appears from the fact that he tries to show the perfection of the Chris-
tian law by a reference to a passage from the description of India by
al-Birani (d. 1048) (q.v.).

The work has sometimes been confused with the Kitab al-hidaya of
Abu 1-Ghana'im Hibat Allah ibn “Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn Athradi (q.v.),
for example by Landron, Chrétiens et musulmans, p. 156 (cf. Troupeau,
Recherches, pp. 260-61).
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SIGNIFICANCE

One chapter of this work discusses a classical theme of Christian-
Muslim apologetics. The originality of the argumentation is in the
reference made to al-Birani.
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