Al-Khazraji

Abu Ja'far Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Samad ibn Abi ‘Ubayda
(‘Abida) al-Khazraji al-Sa‘idi al-Ansari al-Qurtubi

DATE OF BIRTH 1125-26

PLACE OF BIRTH Possibly Cordova
DATE OF DEATH 1187

PLACE OF DEATH Fes

BIOGRAPHY
As his nisba al-Qurtubi indicates, al-Khazraji appears to have been
born in Cordova. He died in Fes, after living in Granada and Bijaya.
He received a complete education in the Islamic sciences, especially
Prophetic traditions, and he studied with the most learned scholars
of his day. In his turn, he taught many students, who transmitted
traditions from him.

Among the scant details we have about al-Khazraji, al-Marrakushi
says that he went blind, and that he was taken prisoner in Toledo
in the year 1145-46, during the struggle for Cordova between the
Almoravid governor Ibn Ghaniya and Aba Ja‘far ibn Hamdin.
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WORKS ON CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RELATIONS

Magami’ al-sulban wa-marati' (rawati’) riyad
(rawdat) ahl al-iman, ‘Mallets for crosses and
provender in the meadows of the faithful,
‘Mallets for crosses’

DATE Mid-1140s
ORIGINAL LANGUAGE Arabic

DESCRIPTION

Al-Khazrajis Magami' al-sulban was written when the author was
around 20 years old (though al-Sharfi thinks that perhaps it was writ-
ten by one of his pupils).

The text, which belongs to the broad genre of polemics (radd),
was written by al-Khazraji during his two years of captivity in Toledo
in 1145-46/1147-48. The book comprises an attack on Islam by a
Visigothic priest of Toledo (gissis min al-Quit) and the answer from
al-Khazraji after he had left Toledo and was heading back towards
Islamic territory.

The Christian attack contains a defense of Christian teachings, life,
morals and scriptures, and a series of accounts of miracles among the
Christians, followed by an attack on the Islamic version of paradise
and against the spread of Islam by force, ending with a call for the
conversion of Muslims to Christianity.

Al-Khazrajt's reply includes a refutation of the Christian beliefs in
the divinity of Jesus, his Incarnation, crucifixion and redemption, and
the Trinity. This is followed by a comparison between Islamic law,
Jewish law and the law of the Gospel, together with a defense of the
inimitability of the Qur'an and the mission of Muhammad, which he
argues is supported by predictions in the Bible. He shows that Jew-
ish and Christian scriptures have been corrupted, and argues against
the Christian’s criticisms of jihad, polygamy and the abrogation of
the Bible, concluding with his own criticisms about the false miracles
claimed by the Christians.

SIGNIFICANCE

Al-KhazrajT's work is important not only because of its refutations of
Christian doctrines and practices, but also because of the Christian’s
letter it preserves. This letter attests to Mozarabic attitudes towards
Islam.
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MANUSCRIPTS
MS Tunis, Al-Maktaba al-Wataniyya - 14472 (16" century)
MS Istanbul, Maktabat As‘ad Effendi - 6/4 (18" century)
MS Istanbul, Topkapi Sarayi — R 506/3 (possibly 18" century)
MS Istanbul, Ahmet IIT - 1863 (19" century)
MS Istanbul, Aya Sofiya - 2367 (19" century)
MS Tunis, Al-Maktaba al-Wataniyya — 8983 (19™ century)
MS Tunis, Al-Maktaba al-Wataniyya - 13659 (19" century)
MS Tunis, Al-Maktaba al-Wataniyya — 18545 (19™ century)
MS Tunis - private copy belonging to Muhammad al-Shadili
(19" century)
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