
Al-Khazrajī

Abū Jaʿfar Aḥmad ibn ʿAbd al-Sạmad ibn Abī ʿUbayda 
(ʿAbīda) al-Khazrajī al-Sạ̄ʿidī al-Ansạ̄rī al-Qurtụbī

Date of Birth 1125-26
Place of Birth Possibly Cordova
Date of Death 1187
Place of Death Fes

Biography
As his nisba al-Qurtụbī indicates, al-Khazrajī appears to have been 
born in Cordova. He died in Fes, after living in Granada and Bijāya. 
He received a complete education in the Islamic sciences, especially 
Prophetic traditions, and he studied with the most learned scholars 
of his day. In his turn, he taught many students, who transmitted 
traditions from him.

Among the scant details we have about al-Khazrajī, al-Marrākushī 
says that he went blind, and that he was taken prisoner in Toledo 
in the year 1145-46, during the struggle for Cordova between the 
Almoravid governor Ibn Ghāniya and Abū Jaʿfar ibn Ḥamdīn.
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wa-l-Sịla, ed. Muḥammad Bencherifa, 2 vols, Beirut, 1971, i/1, pp. 239-41
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Works on Christian-Muslim Relations
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‘Mallets for crosses’

Date Mid-1140s
Original Language Arabic

Description
Al-Khazrajī’s Maqāmiʿ al-sụlbān was written when the author was 
around 20 years old (though al-Sharfī thinks that perhaps it was writ-
ten by one of his pupils).

The text, which belongs to the broad genre of polemics (radd), 
was written by al-Khazrajī during his two years of captivity in Toledo 
in 1145-46/1147-48. The book comprises an attack on Islam by a 
Visigothic priest of Toledo (qissīs min al-Qūt)̣ and the answer from 
al-Khazrajī after he had left Toledo and was heading back towards 
Islamic territory.

The Christian attack contains a defense of Christian teachings, life, 
morals and scriptures, and a series of accounts of miracles among the 
Christians, followed by an attack on the Islamic version of paradise 
and against the spread of Islam by force, ending with a call for the 
conversion of Muslims to Christianity.

Al-Khazrajī’s reply includes a refutation of the Christian beliefs in 
the divinity of Jesus, his Incarnation, crucifixion and redemption, and 
the Trinity. This is followed by a comparison between Islamic law, 
Jewish law and the law of the Gospel, together with a defense of the 
inimitability of the Qurʾān and the mission of Muḥammad, which he 
argues is supported by predictions in the Bible. He shows that Jew-
ish and Christian scriptures have been corrupted, and argues against 
the Christian’s criticisms of jihad, polygamy and the abrogation of 
the Bible, concluding with his own criticisms about the false miracles 
claimed by the Christians.

Significance
Al-Khazrajī’s work is important not only because of its refutations of 
Christian doctrines and practices, but also because of the Christian’s 
letter it preserves. This letter attests to Mozarabic attitudes towards 
Islam.
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