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Abū Bakr Muḥammad ibn ʿAbdallāh ibn 
Muḥammad ibn ʿAbdallāh al-Maʿāfirī

Date of Birth 31 March 1076
Place of Birth Seville
Date of Death 1147-48; 1148-49; 22 July 1148
Place of Death Magīla or Ra’s al-Mā’, Morocco

Biography
Abū Bakr ibn al-ʿArabī was the son of Abū Muḥammad ibn al-ʿArabī, 
a courtier in Seville of the Banū ʿAbbād, rulers of one of the most 
important of the taifa kingdoms. When he was 17, with the Almoravids 
threatening to overthrow the Banū ʿAbbād, he left with his father on a 
journey (riḥla) to the Middle East. He remained there for some time, 
and the experience created a lasting impression. He came into contact 
with such luminaries as al-Ghazālī (q.v.) and al-Ṭurtụ̄shī (q.v.) (see M. 
Yaʿalà, Tres textos).

Upon his return to al-Andalus, Ibn al-ʿArabī served as qāḍī of 
Seville for a short time under the Almoravids. This incurred the anger 
of the people, who were against the new rulers. They attacked his 
house and almost killed him.

In his later years, Ibn al-ʿArabī was part of the delegation that 
travelled to Marrakesh to show loyalty to the Almohad Caliph ʿAbd 
al-Muʾmin ibn ʿAlī. The members of this delegation were jailed for 
almost a year. He died on his way home, probably on 22 July 1148.

Abū Bakr is known as the author of about 120 books (see the lists 
in Aʿrāb, Maʿa l-qāḍī, and Lucini, ‘Ibn al-ʿArabī’). Their subjects cover 
a huge range of current social, political and intellectual concerns 
in Islam, both western and eastern. They include Islamic law, Hadith 
sciences, Qur’an, Arabic grammar, philology, history, philosophy, 
kalām and many other matters.
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Al-Ḍabbī, Bughyat al-multamis fī taʾrīkh rijāl al-Andalus, ed. I. al-Abyārī, 

Cairo, 1989, pp. 125-31

Al-Dhahabī, Siyar aʿlām al-nubahāʾ, 23 vols, Cairo, 1958, xx, pp. 197-204
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Works on Christian-Muslim Relations

Al-ʿawāsịm min al-qawāsịm, ‘Protections from 

catastrophes’

Date 1144
Original Language Arabic

Description
This work is concerned with kalām, and contains often very aggres-
sive criticisms of those with whom Ibn al-ʿArabī disagrees. He makes 
clear his absolute disagreement with the philosophers, emphasizing 
that rational thought must be in harmony with revelation, because 
through the Qur’an God has solved every problem and every doubt.

A detail of the book concerns a reminiscence of Ibn al-ʿArabī’s 
time in Jerusalem, where he encountered many debating circles. In 
one he remembers seeing Jewish and Christian leaders (min aḥbār 
al-Yahūd wa-l-Nasạ̄rā) participating on equal terms with leaders of 
other faiths, as well as Muslims (ed. al-Khatị̄b, p. 61). If this leaves 
him uneasy, his recollection (pp. 94-95) that in early Abbasid times 
Christians and others were relied on to translate works into Arabic 
for Muslims makes him indignant, because in his view these transla-
tors mixed medical knowledge with their atheistic beliefs, in disagree-
ment with the sharīʿa. In a similar way, he argues (p. 102) that the 
translators of the medical works of Galen inserted into the original 
text approval of eating pork, which he thinks is unsuitable for human 
consumption.

Significance
These and other comments in the work show Ibn al-ʿArabī’s uncom-
promising dislike of Christians (as well as Jews and others), and his 
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readiness to accuse them of all kinds of malice in their distortion 
of the truth. He clearly considers that Muslims should not mix with 
Christians and followers of other faiths, and is disdainful of those 
who have in the past.
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