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BIOGRAPHY

Abu Bakr ibn al-‘Arabi was the son of Abit Muhammad ibn al-‘Arabi,
a courtier in Seville of the Banu ‘Abbad, rulers of one of the most
important of the taifa kingdoms. When he was 17, with the Almoravids
threatening to overthrow the Bant ‘Abbad, he left with his father on a
journey (rihla) to the Middle East. He remained there for some time,
and the experience created a lasting impression. He came into contact
with such luminaries as al-Ghazali (q.v.) and al-Turtishi (q.v.) (see M.
Ya‘ala, Tres textos).

Upon his return to al-Andalus, Ibn al-‘Arabi served as gadi of
Seville for a short time under the Almoravids. This incurred the anger
of the people, who were against the new rulers. They attacked his
house and almost killed him.

In his later years, Ibn al-‘Arabi was part of the delegation that
travelled to Marrakesh to show loyalty to the Almohad Caliph ‘Abd
al-Mu'min ibn ‘Ali. The members of this delegation were jailed for
almost a year. He died on his way home, probably on 22 July 1148.

Abu Bakr is known as the author of about 120 books (see the lists
in A'rab, Ma'a I-qadi, and Lucini, ‘Ibn al-'Arab?’). Their subjects cover
a huge range of current social, political and intellectual concerns
in Islam, both western and eastern. They include Islamic law, Hadith
sciences, Qur’an, Arabic grammar, philology, history, philosophy,
kalam and many other matters.

MAIN SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Primary
Al-Bunnahi, Al-marqaba I-‘ulya, ed. E. Lévi-Provengal, Cairo, 1948,
pp. 105-6



ABU BAKR IBN AL-‘ARABI 521

Al-Dabbi, Bughyat al-multamis fi ta’rikh rijal al-Andalus, ed. 1. al-Abyari,
Cairo, 1989, pp. 125-31

Al-Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubahd’, 23 vols, Cairo, 1958, xx, pp. 197-204

Al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirat al-huffaz, 4 vols, Beirut, 1958, iv, pp. 1294-98

Ibn Bashkuwal, Kitab al-sila fi tarikh a’immat al-Andalus wa-‘ulama’ihim
wa-muhaddithihim wa-fuqaha’ihim wa-udaba’ihim, ed. 1. ‘Attar
al-Husayni, 2 vols, Cairo, 1955, ii, p. 558

Ibn Farhan, Al-dibaj al-mudhhab fi ma'rifat a’yan ‘ulama’ al-madhhab, 2 vols,
Cairo, 1972, ii, pp. 252-56

Ibn al-Tmad, Shadharat fi akhbar man dhahab, 4 vols, Beirut, s.d., iv, pp. 141-42

Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-a‘yan, iv, pp. 296-97

Ibn Khaqan, Matmah al-anfus fi masrah al-ta’annus fi mulah ahl al-Andalus,
ed. M. ‘Ali Shawabkiya, Cairo, 1983, pp. 297-98

Ibn al-Qadi, Jadhwat al-igtibas fi dhikr man halla bi-madinat Fas, 2 vols,
Rabat, 1973-74, i, pp. 202-62

Ibn Sa‘id, Al-mughrib fi hula al-Maghrib, ed. S. Dayf, 2 vols, Cairo, 1953-55,
i, pp. 249-50

Ibn Sa‘'id, Rayat al-mubarrazin wa-ghayat al-mumayyazin, ed. M. Ridwan,
Damascus, 1987, pp. 60-61

Qadi Tyad, Al-ghunya, ed. M. Jarrar, Beirut, 1982, pp. 66-72

Al-Maqqari, Nafh al-tib min gusn al-Andalus al-ratib, ed. 1. ‘Abbas, 8 vols,
Beirut, 1968, ii, pp. 25-36

Al-Maqqari, Azhar al-riyad fi akhbar ‘Iyad, 5 vols, Rabat, 1978-80, iii,
pp- 62-65, 86-95

Secondary

R. El Hour, La administracién judicial almordvide en al-Andalus. Elites,
negociaciones y enfrentamientos, Helsinki, 2006

M. Lucini, art., ‘Tbn al-‘Arabi, Aba Bakr’, in Enciclopedia de al-Andalus

M. Ya'la, Tres textos drabes sobre beréberes en el occidente isldmico, Madrid,
1996

M.I. Mashni, Ibn al-'Arabi al-maliki al-Ishbili wa-tafsiruhu Ahkam al-Qur’an,
Beirut, 1991

V. Lagardeére, Le vendredi de Zallaqa. 23 Octobre 1086, Paris, 1989

‘. Dandash, Dawr al-murabitin fi nashr al-Islam fi gharb Ifrigiya 435-
515/1038-1121. Ma'‘a nashr wa-tahqiq rasa’il Abi Bakr ibn al-‘Arabi,
Beirut, 1988

S. A'rab, Ma‘a I-qadi Abi Bakr ibn al-‘Arabi wa-kitabihi Tartib al-rihla
li-targhib al-milla, Beirut, 1987

V. Lagardére, ‘La haute judicature a I'époque almoravide en al-Andalus’,
Al-Qantara 7 (1986) 135-228

V. Lagardere, ‘Abu Bakr b. al-‘Arabi, gran cadi de Seville’, Revue de I'Occident
Musulman et de la Méditerranée 40 (1985) 91-102



522 ABU BAKR IBN AL-‘ARABI

‘. Dandash, ‘Dirasa hawla rasa’il Abi Bakr b. al-‘Arabt’, Al-Manahil 9 (1977)
149-91

M. Viguera, ‘Las cartas al-Gazali y al-Turtasi al soberano almoravide Yusuf
b. Tasufin’, Al-Andalus 42 (1977) 341-74

‘A. al-Talibi, Ara’ Abi Bakr ibn al-‘Arabi al-kalamiyya, Algiers, 1974 (vol. 2
of Al-‘awasim min al-qawasim)

L. “Abbas, ‘Rihlat ibn al-‘Arabi ila 1-Mashriq’, Al-Abhath 21 (1968) 59-91

L. “Abbas, ‘Al-janib al-siyasi min rihlat Ibn al-‘Arabi ila I-Mashriq’, Al-Abhath
16 (1963) 217-36

WORKS ON CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RELATIONS

Al-‘awasim min al-qawasim, ‘Protections from
catastrophes’

DATE 1144
ORIGINAL LANGUAGE Arabic

DESCRIPTION
This work is concerned with kalam, and contains often very aggres-
sive criticisms of those with whom Ibn al-‘Arabi disagrees. He makes
clear his absolute disagreement with the philosophers, emphasizing
that rational thought must be in harmony with revelation, because
through the Quran God has solved every problem and every doubt.
A detail of the book concerns a reminiscence of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s
time in Jerusalem, where he encountered many debating circles. In
one he remembers seeing Jewish and Christian leaders (min ahbar
al-Yahiid wa-I-Nasara) participating on equal terms with leaders of
other faiths, as well as Muslims (ed. al-Khatib, p. 61). If this leaves
him uneasy, his recollection (pp. 94-95) that in early Abbasid times
Christians and others were relied on to translate works into Arabic
for Muslims makes him indignant, because in his view these transla-
tors mixed medical knowledge with their atheistic beliefs, in disagree-
ment with the shari‘a. In a similar way, he argues (p. 102) that the
translators of the medical works of Galen inserted into the original
text approval of eating pork, which he thinks is unsuitable for human
consumption.

SIGNIFICANCE
These and other comments in the work show Ibn al-‘Arabi’s uncom-
promising dislike of Christians (as well as Jews and others), and his
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readiness to accuse them of all kinds of malice in their distortion
of the truth. He clearly considers that Muslims should not mix with
Christians and followers of other faiths, and is disdainful of those
who have in the past.
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