Ibn Bashkuwal

Abu 1-Qasim Khalaf ibn ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Mas‘ad ibn
Musa ibn Bashkuwal al-Ansari I-Khazraj

DATE OF BIRTH 29 September 1101
PLACE OF BIRTH Cordova

DATE OF DEATH 5 January 1183
PLACE OF DEATH Cordova

BIOGRAPHY
An Andalusi traditionist, historian and jurist, Ibn Bashkuwal is
known mainly for his biographical dictionary Kitab al-sila fi ta’rikh
a’immat al-Andalus (“The continuation on the history of the sages of
al-Andalus’).

Ibn Bashkuwal was the son of the Cordovan jurist Aba Marwan
‘Abd al-Malik (d. 1139), by whom he was taught Islamic law. His family
came from the locality known as Shurriytn, in the vega of Valencia,
but Ibn Bashkuwal’s entire life and professional activity was situated
in Cordova and Seville. In Cordova he worked for a time drafting
contracts, while in Seville he became a member of the judiciary as a
subordinate of the chief gadi Abu Bakr ibn al-‘Arabi (d. 1148). How-
ever, he soon gave up public office completely in order to devote him-
self exclusively to studying and teaching, dedicating himself to the
composition of ascetic works and biographical dictionaries.

With regard to his academic background, we know that he did
not travel east to carry out his studies, as was usual among Andalusi
‘ulama’. But this did not prevent him from being acquainted with
the knowledge of the day. His biographers insist on how numerous
his teachers and disciples were, his most outstanding teacher being
the Cordovan traditionist Abia Muhammad ibn ‘Attab (d. 1126), along
with Ibn al-‘Arabi, as well as the Qadi ‘Tyad (d. 1149) from Ceuta, and
Abu ‘Ali al-Sadafi (d. 1120).

The biographers set the total number of works composed by Ibn
Bashkuwal at 50, although the titles they actually cite are far fewer.
The literary creation of this author centred on Hadith and akhbar, as
well as biographies of those who transmitted them. The greater part
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of his written legacy consists of the compilation of pious tales and
biographies of important figures known for their devotion.
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WORKS ON CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RELATIONS

Kitab al-sila fi tarikh a’immat al-Andalus, “The
continuation of the history of the sages of
al-Andalus, “The continuation’

DATE 1139
ORIGINAL LANGUAGE Arabic

DESCRIPTION

The Sila is Ibn Bashkuwal’s best-known work, being the continuation
of the biographical dictionary compiled by Ibn al-Faradi (d. 1013),
Ta’rikh ‘ulama’ al-Andalus. The Sila was continued by other authors:
Ibn al-Abbar in his Takmila (“The complement’) and Ibn al-Zubayr in
Silat al-sila (“The continuation of The continuation’).

Ibn Bashkuwal’s Sila is a collection of 1400 biographies of ‘ulama’
from the 11™ and 12" centuries. The personalities whose lives are fea-
tured are grouped alphabetically by name and, under each name, are
ordered chronologically in accordance with the date of their death.
The length of the biographies depends on the intellectual relevance of
the person. Almost all of them have the same structure: the person’s
complete name, place of birth, profession, his teachers and the works
he learnt with them, description of his qualities as a scholar and an
enumeration of his works where appropriate, his disciples and the
works he taught them, and finally his date of death. Sometimes the
date of birth or the scholar’s age are also added.

SIGNIFICANCE

In addition to its historiographical value, one of the main interests of
this work lies in what it says about activities on the frontier between
al-Andalus and the Christian kingdoms of the north of the peninsula.
Furthermore, the Sila includes isolated but interesting references to
Andalusi figures who took part in the jihad against the Christians, and
others who carried out ribat on the Christian-Muslim frontier. From a
social and demographic viewpoint, it is also possible to locate names,
originally Christian, that were later arabized (as Ibn Bashkuwal’s own
name, for instance). The Sila also presents valuable information of
social interest by including pejorative expressions against Christians.
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