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A NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION AND DATES

All Ottoman-Turkish proper names have been given in their modern 
Turkish orthography. Th us, instead of Omar (or Omer) Pasha I pre-
ferred Ömer Pasha. Th e fi nal -d in Arabic names has been preserved. 
Th us, instead of Ahmet, Mehmet and Mahmut, I wrote Ahmed, 
Mehmed, Mahmud etc. Geographical proper names with a diff erent 
Turkish version have also been given in the original Turkish version, 
with their European counterpart provided in the list of geographi-
cal names. Th us we have Gözleve instead of Eupatoria and Şekvetil 
instead of St. Nicholas.

Russian personal Christian names were not anglicized but their 
original orthography was maintained. Th us, instead of Nicholas I and 
Alexander II, we have emperors Nikolai I and Aleksandr II. Russian 
proper names were also transliterated in a phonetic way, closer to their 
pronunciation. Th us, instead of Evgeny (or Eugene) and Muraviev, 
I used Yevgeniy and Muravyov, which correspond better both to the 
pronunciation and spelling of these names. European proper names 
that appear in Ottoman texts were also duly given in their original 
spelling as far as possible.

Muslim (Hicri) and Julian (Rumi) dates were converted to the West-
ern calendar by using the online calendar converter at the website of 
the TTK (www.ttk.gov.tr). For the sake of brevity, Muslim dates have 
not been given together with Western dates, unless necessary. How-
ever, it must be noted that due to the irregularities of the Muslim 
calendar, this converter may err by one day in cases when the day of 
the week is not known. Wherever possible, I have tried to check and 
compare important dates with Western sources.
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